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7 H I S Cans e a or, 2 
Diſcourſe againſt the Fear of Man, a 5 
nba in Engliſh, and affords the World 7 
very neceſſary and uſeſul Lehn. There 45.00% 
Doubt, but there are as many (like Rn 
nba, as ever among all Sorts of Men, who, Hat 


-$ they are, by Name and outward Profeſſion, of a5 [| 
| far purer and better Religion than his was, pe 2 | F 
F cxally at that Time, when the Jewiſh Church .] 1 
 quzre degenerated from its firſt divine Tuſticutiong 7 ö 
are yet no leſs ſhy of the Light han Nicodemus 3 
was. He had a longing Deſire to be inſtrufted is 3 
ius Way of Life by that Rabbi and Teacher, „ 3 
he himſelf did own came from God; but wit hag, 
vas ſo much afraid of incurring the Reproach of 4 l 4 f 
e Fhariſess, aud Contempt by an open Con 4 4 
on ef the ruth, that, to avoid this, he „„ =_ 
WW cu ro come to Jeſus by Night, ie his Fear 3 1 
fulneſs w i not allow him to 40 openly, aud i br f 3 U 


"the Eyes of the World. To be plain, Is it not a 
Shame for us, that profeſs ourſelves Chriſti 
that is, ſuch as freely embrace Chri(t's molt Han 
Doctrine, and imitate his moſt perfect Life, b _ 
; ever we ſnould yet need to be pur in Mind of aur 
Duty 4 one, who, tho" he had but an: ineperfett. - _- 
The: | Gimp e of rhe moſt glorious Rays of the, Light 
at now ſhines in the Gospel; yet did im me 
' #hys Dawning zhereof to that Degree, has, 
5 more than once gave publick Demoaſtration of 9 | A 
MW Proficiency in Chriſt's School? For it 1s very Fe 
| markable, and much tb the Purpoſe to .ab we 
that Nicodemus 1s mentioned in the ſacred 4 forge.” 
of the Goſpel at three different Time, and was 
chree different Characters:; Firlt, When «Þe 42 
. #0 e Coriff's Kata, e, ] Jaun? Ib {a 1 "os - 
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te Tranflacor © 
By be snſtrntted by him in the right Way tothe King 
os; where we find him ſomewhat timo 
an nuch afraid of the Wrath of the Pha- 
lich be could not have eaſily eſcaped, if 
da expreſſed his Eſteem for that Deceiver {as 
ey were uſed to call him) before them; Neuer- 
© 477087 7 — he had a ſincere and earneſt De- 
ies have a right Knowledge of the Truth from 
eu of Chriſt, which made him willingly 
=” Pear the ſeveral ſharp Reproofs Chriſt gave him 
bis heavenly Diſcourſe with him concerning 
Regeneration, as the o AMenns to regain a'Right 
— Heaven. The ſecond Time; 202. nd Nicode- 
dos appear more bold for Chriſt, John 7. agatnſt 
mn £13 Brethren the Phariſees, engeavouring b vin- 
ie bim by an Axiom of #he Law; that no 
n ought-to be judged and condemned before he 
= De duly heard, and bis Works be tried and exa* 
| 08 mined. Here we ſee him att with a much treer 
a with leſs Fearfulneſs, tho ar the ſame. 
ime with great Circumſpection. oY His 
WE Faith tn Chriſt was more clearly ſeen than before, 
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4 free and undaunred Confe 
ce 'belteved- 


| and at laſt & free a1 7 
Truth, which he had long {it 
thtir Portraiture aradun in this ſmall Treatiſe, ann 
are mace ſe great Hurt, tha 
from ſuch a fearful, that is, unbeliruing, # 
may follow ſincerely the Steps of our Nicades 
and by this e 2 
give God the Glory, and confeſs the Truth Re 
vit hous any Regard to Men! M hi- Scope || 
an Deſign of this Diſcourſe, which, as 18 mas 
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ſo i is not doubred, but it will prod 


Matter aud Subject here treated of, more than #Re 
Words and Expreſſions, which, I fear, 40 mon 
reach the excellent Spirit of the 
Bas rouzed (by God's powerful A 
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I haus endeavoured, as near as 4 could, 2 
tibe Author's Senſe, and the candid Reads 

hope, excuſe any Miſtakes that may 

zn the Tranſiation,by my being a Foreigner 

think the Author ſpeaks too bolaly in ſome 
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Which is the Seape 


Fruit here alſo ; eſpecially, if we woulda mine me 


Aus fur, obereby hl 
| tance) ma mug 
Sul out of their deep Slumber and Lethargy, Wan -* 
| night otherwiſe have ſlept on to eternal H 
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und deviate from the common Road, let them 
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proved extremely uſeful throughout ail German, Þ 4 
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many (Why not alſo Britain?) Grace, 
ec, and Peace, from God the Fa 
ber, and our Lord Feſus Chrift, in 
, £*/low/hip and Communion. of the 
Dear beloved Brethren, . 
l E me Leave, who am the leaſt 
of all the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
bor the Love wherewith God hath 
loved us in his Son, to dedicate to 
2 vou the following Treatiſe. For, 
=” tho I be the meaneſt Member in 
the ſpiritual Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; (if ſo 
be allowed me) yet am I thereby Par- 
ie Life, Spirit, and Power of our ever 
read, and what deſcends from him, is not 
but bis, and deriveth itſelf, by Vertue of that - 
not only to the Weak and Deſpicable, but 
cso the ſtrong and more honourable Members, 
b ſtand in Need of the Co-operation of the 
weakeſt Member, to the End, the whole Body C 
may perform the Work for which it is deſigned; h, L 
its own Growth and Edification. If there is iM 
bing in theſe few Lines, conformable unto, 1 
ind of our chief Shepherd, and proceeding t 
the Energy of his Spirit, Why ſhould it not 
ed ? And if, after a truly ſpiritual Trial, 
ay Thing herein human, faulty or im- 0 
boped you will commend the _ ” . ; 


$4 ES. + 
, N 3 3 J T bt SC EIETS Reta 1 I 
2 7 ? PER Cr Let PS! r 8 r CHOOSE 5 "5. n . t ind 
6 e 128 n "I J eo i STE 25 F e y 
N 1 N Kobe: ef | x LES 5 IN) ; 9 0 3 2 288 25 * 
4 us NY nas, 1 [a TRY 8 5 ge IS, as 0 8 8 ro EI GERT *L bo 


x VR K's % 


7 9. 8 
Z. b 


55 


n K ; 7 3, r orgs 8 c OS. 2 8 N 
* T W * 1 8 A R E Prion inet inf * — + PIES CE * ETA © 0 
0 - IF bw 2 ws. "Ee 2 * "= A+ SR EMKDS Sh * - 1 "To ave 2 0 ws » 0 Y Su; K — 
* Ed N e RR . * SFT "EE. ; Y 
CC i Lo 2 en IC a > ent LE Þ. SEEMED * 
23220 ? pi (5 ON OR gs OF IS * N f 9 2 & 
” 8 „ 


CNT ws 5. Ne 7 Ry * : ? | 
2 s * £ s, 7 ; * 2 845 * Q 7 Y - # l 4 $73 b E LILY 4 
. 8 * . 4 9 : WR L l F "4 Je 8 
Y + k + 4 X q Y + 0 2 4 N bi KW i I. 3 bw EF" 7 5 = 7 
. * Y ; N . % 8 £ : - þ - 8 0 * £ * Wat, : . 
0 4 3 57 ch A 5 5 1 1 5 *# 
: . K Fat oy Er , 25 \ Ns ee 35 * 7 3 2 2 N 1 
: 2 +. i * "> * as 2 3 4 y * 
. TE abs * x - 2 f 8 e 
by; d % 10 ö 4 N N 1 ö K 
p 1 . 2 P J 1 [ #7 6 
be of: {ot 4 £8 | ö 


nitely more valuable to me, than all the Arts a 


the Lord is this, that I have betaken myſelfto that: | 


my A, B, C, in this School) have the Boldue zaman 


ſingular: But the Love of my Neighbour 
we all have but one Creator and Redeemer} hat 
conſtrained me, ſome Years ago, to offer my 


ing the inordinate Fear of Man, under the 
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the Mercy and Love of our great Shepherds tab 
he would be pleaſed to correct it in me; and 


Mall be very thankful, if any One endowed Win 


be 
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greater Meafure, will be pleaſed to inſtruct me {ot = 
my further Edification. n 
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I do not offer this as a Piece of great Learning, 
or a Thing extraordinary, as ſome will perhaps = 


conclude, from the Perſons to whom it is dedicat= 


ed. The plain ſimple Truth of my God, and the al 


leaſt Communication of his divine Power, is hfi> 8 
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oo a XN 
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Learning of this World; and my only Eoaſting i 


School, and without any Merit or Worthinels atn_ 
my own, have been received into it, wherein them 
higheſt Wiſdom is to know Jeſus Chriſt, and h 
crucified. And, tho? I (who have ſcarcely le 
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repeat this my Leſſon in the Hearing of 'all; yer 
ought it not to be deemed an Effect of H 
me; ſince I do not offer it as any Thing ge 
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Thoughts to the Conſideration of others, cone 


of Nicodemus, who came to Chriſt by Night 
And altho? ſome Sheets of it were then printed: 
yet hath the Finiſhing of it, by manifold interveen*=_—_ 
ing Hindrances, been interrupted till now, thag_ 
the Lord was pleaſed to excite me anew,” and gran 
ciouſly afford his A ſſiſtance to finiſh it. 

My Soul bath been grieved many: a Time; in 
the enſe of the apparent Corruption, hot o 
All Men in gener al, but alſo of our Ordet in 
cular. More eſpecially hath my Heargbeen b 4 
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- Kerb s not all that 55 hath, he cannot be my: 
ei: As alſo, how few. there be amongſt us, that 


272 be . 


= and Fear of Man, and, as the Lord's 
rag delivered their Meſlage fo plainly, 


apparent Jazard of their Lives ; 


how much the T., ſuffered 


mony, whereas the moſt of us take Care to 
ſo exceeding great, that 


Peak with too much Plainneſs and Simplicity; for: 


"i 8 am not at all aſhamed to become a Fool ffo 


| 1 Sake, that I may be wiſe indeed. I oul 
upon my Mind, how very 
here be awongh us that believe what Chriſt 
Wuoſoever he be that forſa-. 


1 = can ſay with St. Peter, and the reſt of = Apoſtles, 


, we have forſaken all and followed rhee, 


Matth. 27 27. I. queſtion not but we are all very; 


ag well . eaſed, that wWe are allowed to have Wives 


ildren, and to poſſeſs the Goods of this 


3 "a and indeed the fg, does not difallow 
Ty 4 But, do neon rs that of St, Pa 
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i 38 to e ET when from innumerable Inſtances 
\ 4 = deen convinced, that the Fear of Man is 
eome the e pidemical Diſeaſe of our Teachers. 

For, when I refleted, with what Spirit, with what 

Joy, with what undaunted Cour 95 the Servants 


1 3 in the Old and New Teſtament, ſet afide 


the Matter, tho? it cxpoked 


1 we ve $0 about it now 1 F 

ay — ic we TX il ruth to the 0 
every one; as allo, 
c Chriſt their Lord, for the Sake of their Tells 

*» reach. 
=o {Mmoothly, as not to incur the leaſt Saad of 
their Sufferings: All this made the Difference be- 
teen us and them a 
T could not but be amazed and aſtoniſh 


oon me, beloved Brethren, if you think me to 
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| the Timo is Hort. It remains therefore, that an 
they that haue Wives, be as tho” they had nou 
And thoſe that. weep, as the” they wept 1108 ; ana 
CL 7hey that rejoice, as tho they rejoiced not; aug 
|: hey char buy, as / ((( 
hat uſe this World, as not abuſing it, for th 
Pion of this World paſſethb away. When -oug ll 
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ſtand, wedepart from the Pattern Chriſt our Lo 
and Maſter hath ſet before us: Neither is there a, 
Thing to my Apprehenſion, that doth , more effes == 
Ctually deprive us of God's Bleſſing in our Calling, = 
than this doth ; for ſure it is, that the greater Co- 
dern we have for our.own Profit, Eaſe, and Ho 
nour; the more careleſs and negligent ſhall vb == 
found in procuring the Good of our Neighbour. 
And, as long as our Minds are not wholly confexs RY. 
mable to the Mind of our great Shepherd (W 
Servants'we are) it is impoſlible he ſhould he wall 5 
piealed with us ; for he ſearcheth our very Heat 
regards all our Doings and Intentions; wha 
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Tze Authors Dellicatiou. 
ee ſeed the Flock, or ourſelves; whether we 
every one his own, or that which is his. And 
be be not well pleaſed with us, whence can we 
__— expect a Bleſſing upon our Calling, ſince we can- 
= not have it but from his Grace ? This I take to be 

_ the true Cauſe, why we are ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed 
Vith the Fear of Man; for, did we deſire nothing 


| 3 in the World, we ſhould not fear it. 


—_—— inſt the Time to come: That we were either 
== careleſs in our Preaching, without the leaſt Tins 
ure of godly Zeal and Earneſtneſs, as if it were no 
more than ſome other common Work; or elſe in- 
=_ tending by it rather to ſet forth our own Science 
1 and Learning, than to recommend the ſimple 
Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, without any Gloſs or Trim- 
ming, to the Conſciences of Men? Alas! is it not 
doo apparent, that the Generality of Men, both in 


= 
SY 


=_ Cities and Villages, are funk into all Manner of 

=_ Crimes and abominable Wickedneſs ? Din 
lk ſo be now we continue ſleeping, and do not 
ſet upon the Work with another Kind of Earneſt- 
wh an bitherts we have. done, how think 2 
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Te Authors Deatcation. = 
a Mall we be able with any Boldneſs, ro ſtand below 
cke Son of Man, or alledge that common EY] 
chat we have done our Endeavour, and we 

4 do no more. There are but few amoggſt us, wha 
we ſo truly take to Heart their incumbent Duty, as du 
in- che late pious (2) Groſgebaver in his Warchmau's 
Voice. For did we ſeriouſly conſider, what he 
W hath written, it were impoſſible for us not to join _ 
Hand in Hand, and with united Force, to hazard ll 
Life and Eſtate, Heads and Gowns, in reſcuing 
the Honour of God, which is ſo horribly aſlaulted-__ 
ont. 
It appears alſo, that we are very little concerne 
about what the Scriptures both of the Old and 
New Teſtament repreſent to us, v/z. that our ll 
Order hath been always moſt in Fault, whenever a = 
general Corruption hath overſpread the People 
Do we conſider what a thundering Lecture is read __ 
to Paſtors and Teachers in Jeremiah 23. E 34. 
aþd Matth 22? If we did, ſhould not We apply. == 


1 


£1 


Ir more ſolicitous about the State of our own Souls i 


urſelves to our Duty with another Kind of e 
vor than hitherto we have? Should we not he 


4 


y 2 x . 5 We. 
n the j;7/t Place; and in the eu-, about the Souls .- 


IT WW that belong to our Charge ? Should we not bee 
i- 8 looſe from the tranſitory Amuſements of x 
oO WF World? Should not we enter into greater Famili- 
- WH ity with Chriſt our Lord and Maſter by Prayer 228ml 
. w_ 
BF (a) Theophilus Eroſgehauer a Lutheran Miniſter at Roſtock,” 3 J 
tft the mentioned Book at his Death, which was ſoon aſter 
T oY printed with an Approbation of the Faculty of Divines. \. 1 
F \gontains a Difcovery of the Cauſes of the Decay 7 i b 
: Piety, and the Unſuccesfulneſs of the Nord of God, and of when 
- . Sacraments in the evangelical Churches, for the promote 
1 2 Converſeon in Souls. See the Prefacę to % Pigtas Babu 
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—_— fling Example to our Flocks.? Should not we: 
eie eſtectually clear ourſelves from all Suſpicion 
= of Covetouſneſs, and other reigning Vices? Should 
= not our Preaching be compoſed with more Plam- 
des and Simplicity, and delivered with greater 
= Power and Demonſtration of Spirit? Should we 
bot be more careful to examine thoſe that we ad- 
nit to the Communion, whether they be worthy 
Receivers, and whether they grow better by rece 
Ving it? Should not we be more expreſs and ear- 


not we ſtrive and wreſtle more in Prayers, for the 


=_—_ God's Word appears in our Hearers, more readily 
died them our helping Hand, that the Sparks of 
Peace kindled in their Hearts inight not be extin- - 


= Should not we by frequent Catechizing, endeavour. 
put a Stop to overflowing Ignorance and Vice? 
= Should not our outward Converſation with Men 
more holy, and conſequently more ſuccesful 

cecdifying ? Verily, my Brethren, I fear we 
ieee good Realon to be aſhamed, when we read, 

bat (2) Zaulerus faith, in his Expoſition of the 


eb) Th Author was a Dominican Friar, of a very holy Lite 
—_— id Cov /ation, and preached firft at Cologn, and afterwards. 
_  Strasburg, where he died in the Tear 137 . He is bighly come: 
aa tor his holy Doctrine and examplary Life, both by Pro- 
fbaaats and Papiſts; eſpecially by Luther and Melan&hon.. 
lem Works,” written originally in the Old high Dately | - 
ee. are tranſlated into Latin by Surius, and printed ſes | 
4 Paris and Cologn. The moſt famous of men 
_—_—Scrmons, Inſtitutions, Letters, Meditations upon the. [1 
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we, in many Things, give a more edi- 
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peſt to admoniſh every one in particular? Should 


Welfare and Salvation of their immortal Souls 5 
Should we not, as ſoon as any Deſire and Love to 
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guiſhed, but encreaſed and blown up into a Flame? 
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Goſpel 44 
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viſited him, tho'-with cold and Inkewarm Hear, 
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might be heated and ſer on Fire by him, as We - © 
they are put to glowing Ones, which ſoon impars Y 2 


Did we without Intermiſſion ſupplicate our Lord *_—”l 
and Saviour, what could hinder him from making 
| uS@lifitual Men, not in Name only, but in Dee 
au in Truth, and fo far eſtranged from the Friend 

| Thipof this World, that, according to the Exampyi 
of God's Servants of Old, we might brandiſh H 
Sword of the Spirit, with n undaunted 
Courage, that it might be {aid of us, Bebe, 
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon? True it 
We have this our Treaſure, the Light of the Goſs ml 
| pel, in earthen Veſſels; but ſince Gideon's earthen al It 
| Pitchers muſt be broken, what a Folly is it for us nl 

to dream of ſaving our Skins by being aſhamed or = 
Afraid of Suffering ? Aggf we only, forſooth, were ll 
an 5 from the Beneral Rule: For thy , 
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we 4re killed all the Day long, we are accounted 
as Sheep for the Slaughter? Alas | What will 
this temporal Life, or the Eaſe of it, the Riches ws: _ 
Board up, our Dignities, or the high Eſteem of 
Men, avail us, when, for purſuing of theſe, 
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wiv The Author's Dedication © 
l ſuffer Loſs in the Life to come; or neglect the 


ee of one ſingle Soul! 


4 I have opened my Mouth, and made bold to 
== addreſs you with the Simplicity ofa Child; and am 
very willing to appear mean in your Eyes, my be- 
boved Brethren, only deſpiſe not the Truth, which 
b not mine, but my Lord and Saviour's. I am 
bot at all aſhamed, freely to acknowledge, that 7 
_ 4 not account myſelf to have "apprehended, or to 
be already Perfect: But this I dare tell you in 
Truth, (my Conſcience bearing me Witneſs in the 
Holy Ghoſt, which alſo the righteous Judge will 
_ teſtiy for me at that Day) That I do not in the leaſt 
Peek to diſtinguiſh myſelf, by publiſhing any ſtrange 
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mind the Way, which Chriſt calleth the narrow 


Pay; all my Thoughts and Endeavours have 
peen bent, in the Simplicity and Faithfulneſs of my 
Heart, to continue in it, and ſtill more eagerly pur- 
due it, and, as far as poſſible, to direct all Men to 
ri. I deſpiſe or envy none of you, that are of the 
ame Function with me, either in the Univerſities 
or Miniltry; pay, I know many. amongſt you, | 
= whom I honour to that Degree, as to think my 


vom! love and veneratFwithout the leaſt Alloy” 
ol Envy or Contempt. But, on the other Hand, 

I know many, and I fear the moſt of our Profeſ- 
Fon, whoſe Converſation, as far as I can diſcern, 
int at all conformable to the Pattern Chriſt hath 
bet us, and who have not yet attained to a living 
= Experience of the Work of Converſion in their 
; n Souls, which it is their Duty to preach to . 
And, as ſor theſe, I heartily pity them, aud 
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beit unworthy to do them the meaneſt Service, and 
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myo. © 1,00. 
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pray for them, that the God of all Mercies wanitx 

| Fong £0 their everlaſting Peace. Neither is my Hear nl 
W julily ſlander and reproach me, upon no other _ 
WGround, but that of falſe Suppolition and Prejudice. KO 
WI rather find my Heart moved with Compaſſion to- ll 
Wwards them, being we muſt all one Day appear be? 


bave lived with our Fellow-Servants. For my Part, 


of the dangerous State of their immortal Souls, 
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enlighten their Eyes to know the Things that be 9 


in the leaſt incenſed againſt thoſe, that do moſt un- 
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Judge, to give an Account how wel 
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Hore the ſam 
I cannot call Black White; nor take him for a Fol- 
lower of Chriſt, and a Pattern of his Flock, itn ne 
whom I find nothing of the Nature and Mind f 
Chriſt. True it is, I have made this the Matter of nel 
my publick Complaints, and continue ſo to do; but Rel 
not at all out of any Bitterneſs or Diſreſpect, but ra 
ther from an hearty and inward Pity for the Loſs om 

ſo many thouſand Souls, who, in my Apprehenſiong ml 
Might, and ought to be more carefully look'd after. __ 
By Nature I am never a whit better than another 1 1 
but what I am, I wholly ow to the Grace of owl: 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom alſo 1 
| {cribe all the Glory, aud not at all to myſelf : A 


4 
4 


| therefore I deſpiſe no Body, tho I am not inſenſibs 
© When I fay, That by the Grace of God I am what a. 
Fam, I intend nothing elſe, but that God has been 
' Pleaſed to ſhew Mercy to me, and of mere Grace 
draw me to himſelf; or, if any Thing more hath 
been vouchſafed to me, it is this (wherein alſo © 
heartily rejoice) that I have been made Partaker of 
| the Sufferings of Chriſt, tho' in a very low Degtee? 
And it is the greateſt Comfort to me, that Men 
ſpeak all Manner of Evil of me falſly, framing ma 
nifold Judgments of me, the Groundlesneſs Wie 
| the Lord at that Day will diſcover. - Let us ally nn 
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1 ink of mis reat Day, and ſo even our Accounts j 
2 it, that we may then appear with Joy and Confidence; 
us caſt away all other Cares, and be earneſtly concerned 
about this only Then willſo many unprofitable Conteſts. andi 
3 . 2 drop of themſelves, and we with united Hande 
carry. on the Work of the Lord, and be heartily glad to fee Wl 
24 zany Fruit raiſed thence to the Glory of God, be 25 by ours 
| Alves or others. And I befeech God, from the ver Bottom 
1 = of my Heart, to influence you all with a rich Meaſure of his 
6 Z = | holy Spirit, and to ſanctify you ta himſelf, for Veſſels of his 
= Honour, and to pour down his tranſcendent Bleffing and dis 
Ine Power upon all your Planting and Watering; that it 
appear clear as the Day, that the Lord is riſen to build; 
444 Zion. The Spirit of Love and Truth keep all our Hearts, 
3 1 lead them into the true. Fellowſhip and Communion of | 
1 7 Chriſt, who alone is able to 85 that 1 5 PEEL 
Be - World cannot give. 
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In ba. the Fear of Man is, 
of it. - 


Y the Feat: ＋ Man (ths. Sub 
ject of this Treatiſe) is not 
derſtood; 1. That nat 
Baſhſulneſs, whereby a-Mal 
apt to be daſht out of Co 
"nance, in the doing or ſpeaks 
any Thing before” thole with 
whom he is hot segn 
That natural Warineſs, whereby Marks 1 
e e one ſtronger than, himſelf, -0r- van ny bes 7 l 
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ta be an Overmatch for him, is not ſorward 


: . 


_—_—_ Converſion, from being built up in God, and from 


7 


onfeſſing the Truth of God before Men, and con- 
=_ quently from their everlaſting Bliſs and Salvati- 
on; and by this their conforming to the World, 
1 are tempted to many Sins, to deny Chriſt, his 


be conſidered, as a Failure cleaving to the Rege- 


Fe, which is he Victory that overcometh the 


ia, at laſt intirely triumph over it. 


; 
. PDogrecs, as being in One much ſtronger than in 


another. Godoften makes his own Servants and 


3 


_ we have a pregnant Inſtance in the Old Teſtament 
i Jacob, who was lore afraid of his Brother E 
. Gen. zz. 7, I. and in St. Paul in the New, 
b bo was with the Corinthians in Wearineſs, and 


—_ Far, aud in inch Trembling, 1 Cor. 11. 3. 
H öberefore allo the Lord was graciouſly. pleaſed to 

_ comfort him with theſe Words: Be not afraid, but + 
e, and hold not thy Peace: For I am with 


i rbee, and no Man ſnall ſet on thee to hurt thee; 
are much People in this City, Acts 18. 9, 
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bis Fear of Man, fo far as it cleaves to the 
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which Contention, tho? the CorruptionoFaur 
ture docs powerfully exert itlelf, yet, by the 
of God, and continual wreſtling in Pr 7, 

enabled ſuccesfully to war againſt it and overeamarns 
it, ſo that after the Conteſt, the Glory of G 
comes more viſible and conſpicuous. We ti 
ore chink it needful to treat here of the Fe 

Man, both as it is a reigning Sin in the Unreg 
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rate; and as it is a Weaknels found in the Rege 
rate themſelves: Becauſe even Sins of Intirmi 
muſt be more and more put off and ſubdued, that 
W {o Believers, through the Power of Chriſt, ma 
W preſs into further Degrees of full Aflurancc nl 
Heart, and Joy in Believing. 
The out ward Diſtinctiomof Men makes no Dir 
| ference in the Thing itſelf; for even Princes and 
great Men in the World, are no leſs ſubject to th 
Fear of Man, than thoſe of a lower and meanef 
Condition. There are many Princes would do mos 
| Good, did they not ſtand in Aw of their own 8e 
vants. And Experience convinces us, that g 
Men are much more-obnoxious to the Fear of Man 
than thoſe of a mean Condition. They have 1 
= of the Pomp and Glory of this World to renouu＋: 
and from their Youth up have been leaſt accu 
med to Self-denial, and very rarely meet with ann 
that will deal plainly with them, and tell them 
Truth. Teachers and Hearers are alike in{ult_ 
by this Sin; but in Teachers it proves more danaan_ 
gerous, for they are the moſt backward of all other 
to acknowledge it. They are Teachers of others 
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and therefore are very ſhy to call their New 

in Queſtion ; they are more ready to fit 1 88 
= over the Conſciences of others, who faith 
bour in Chriſt's Vineyard, and do not only = 
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Vith it allo. Nay, they are often found t6 be the iſ 
= Men, whoſe Fear deters others from giving God 

the Glory, and openly confeſſing his "Truth. MM 
In a Word, This Fear of Man, whereſoever ir 
found, is in itfelf a great Vice, and a Kind f 
Haolatry, ariſing from Unbelief, whereby we la 


aſiae the Fear of God from before our Eyes, aud 


zink, ſpeak, or do any Evil, or leave thinking, 

ſpeaking, or doing that which is good, for any 

Loſideration or Regard of Men: It being our 
Duty, ſimply to follow the Word of God, and 10 


"eye he ſame as our Rule and Directony in all 
hat wwe do or leave umdone. Now, the more there 
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ale Sources and Cauſes of. the Fear of Man: 


. I = | | | 
TI HE Cauſes thereof are either Internal, or Exter- 
nal. The Internal are chiefly theſe; x. Un- 


belief, which is the Spring and Root of all Vices. 


2. The Love of the World, and of the Things of 
the World, vis. The Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt 


8 


3 
j 9 2 TP o « 7 
5 3 f - * 4 1 4 
” Y Y * # 
? 5 % Lai 2 
4 4 > * 
1 3 "+ 
; £ ob * x 
* 4 
* 


* 7 * * 6 
"* 8 8 2 1 10 
2 WWW 
Ks 7 


4 


- . 1 : 1 * 
r * # . ” . * * 5 : ; 
N 1 ” o { * : 
ws 1 ES of : > 7 * 
—— 6 i g 
1 Fes i 1e. 3. The Wange 
8 we, 3 9 i 4 : 4 , * * X T4 - at POLES x 8 
Þ 2 *» 14S F » + Tp 7 : 4 * * — e . * 5 — s g } N 
1 1 * x 7 p 1 . J x : 8 
r 55 „ $7 CV * 13 # : TO a ; NY 8 a 8 
( _— . "” 2+ a. _ : . Sh 55 7 i I 1 
rr 5 ; — Wie X 1 ; Fr * 
4 OT * . 77 5 * 
Do 8 Wo a 8 REY x 
* 3 3 . FT 7 F 7 + j - . 
”W , RT. -* 8 f 52 
5 9 8 N N g W 3 5 a * 
þ * * 1 F 


5 te 


een 
* 45 


cs \F WO 


pt Y — ks * * R * * . OY * 9 2 "= ; n 
" » f x A * S =D n r 6 * n OE PUR coll * 3 n \ 
e / edt En od SCE EE Cn ine + 
wt SECS ¶⅛ Q 88 
4 I . - 


1 7 
* boy * 22 y 
1 bo BAY 24 
: * I . 
„ 7 
5 . F 
7 *% KO * Fog - 
3 A 7 
* 7 N fy 8 1 
9 7 
” 
4 O ; 
1 


Man, without any leave from God's Word to do 
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, Har of Man. YG 
or true Self-denial, which is always joined with:thew 
Love of the World; or when we. feer, leſt Mena 
8 ſhould prejudice us in our Reputation, Rates 1 
Eaſe, or in our Bodies and Life itſelf, if we naue 
ſimply follow the Guidance of tha Word of G 
. Fleſhly Wiſdom, which we have ſuckt in fro 
corrupt Reaſon, which always -mealures diving 
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BS Things by its own Standard. 5. The falſe I mag 
nation we have of ourſelves, and our own Crit 
anity, fancying that we are.acceptable to God 
W we yield in ſeveral Cafes: merely out of Regard t 


= fo. 6. Falſe Humility, which is ſwayed more b 
human Authority than by the Word of God, and me 
| prompts us to refer all Things tothe Judgment of me 

others, whom we pretend underſtand them better __ 
than ourſeives. 7. "The great Deceitfulneſs of rf 
own Hearts, which can put ſo fair a Colour upon mM 
all Manner of Sins, that we perſwade ourſelves we me 
act prudently, whillt we are influenced by Unbelief 
and the Fear of Man. 8. The Deſire or Hope 1 
we have to be advanced to ſome higher State i 
the Waxld. . 9. Want of Experience in the Ways = 
of God; which makes us heſitate in this or that dif- 
ficult Cale, to rely wholly upon God, fearing leſt 
he ſhould let us fail or miſcarry in them: This pro- 
ceeds from our not having ſufficiently learn'd hoW ñ̃ ö 
dear they are to God, that truſt in him with theix 
hole Hearts, and what powerful Aſſiſtance ne ⁵ 
affords them, to accompliſh his own Work in them, i 
10. Fear of Preſumption, leſt we ſhould tempft 
God in caſting ourſelves wholly upon him. x x. 88 

cret Pride, which prompts us eagerly to deſire am * 
happy End and Succeſs in all our Undertakings, #8 

__ WH whereas indeed weought to reſt ſatisfied with our 2 
5p [award duccels and Victory 2 that is, in havingkepe lt 
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Name, and all this under a Cloke of their great 
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_— 6 
__— 2 good Conſcience towards God. T2. Natural 
_— Paſhfulneſs ; for it cannot be denied, but that ſome 8 
are more inclined to Eearfulneſs than others, from 
which natural Weakneſs ſprings Baſhfulneſ(s, 
= whereby many are hinfred from performing what 
__ Cheerfulneſs in Believing requires of them. 13. Ne- 
glect of Prayer, which not only prevents us from 
= obtaining a full Conqueſt over the Fear of Men, 
but drives us down further in the Stream of Hy- 
= pocrily. | : 
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co bind and fetter the Conſciences both of Teach- Y 
ers and Hearers, being only concerned to preſerve | 


— 3 hs ar rey 1 0 "IF 7 
> — — -» — — — — 8 
4 5 1 . 
—— W LIT CPR 
« Ks 
5 N 9 a 
3 1 8 n 2 
1 * . D C * 17 
1. e 125 
3 L » ; 


nes of cur Univerſities in their dubbing of Here- 
== ticks; for they no ſooner perceive any 
_— forth of the Spirit of true Chriſtianity, but they 


4 = our Way, and hinder us from prefling forwards in- 
_— ceſently in the Simplicity of Faith. 8. Wife and 
_—_ Children, that by their importunate Way of argu- | 
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The external Caules are theſe following ; 1. The il 
Tyranny of many in Power, who take upon them Wil 


ublick Peace and Tranquility. 2. The Forward- 


' Breakings 1 


are ſure to caſt a Slur upon it, by giving it an ill 
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g, and their unbelieving Tattle and Clamour, dan 
Weary out and overcome many. 9. The Honoup 
Ind Eſteen we have already gained in the Word 
hich makes us very loth to make others thin, 
le- hat hitherto we have deceived the World, and 

een in an Error ourſelves. To which may be 
ded, that when a Man is placed in ſome high 


ot, he finds it a hard Leſſon, to give it up, and 

; uffer Reproach with the People of God. 10. The 
WL hreats of others, eſpecially of thoſe in Power. 
1. The fair Promiſes of the World, which offen?, 
us great Things, if we will but own that Odd is mee 

ven. 12. Great and honourable Acquaintance Re. 
Wand Friends, who, under the Pretence of hearty 
Love and Kindneſs, are always cautioning us not a_ 
to venture too far. 13. Too great and intimate Rm 

Familiarity with the Children of this World, 
whereby many deliver up their ſpiritual Weapons, 
and To diſable themſelves from reproving what is ul 
amiſs in others with Courage and Joyfulneſs of 
Faith. 14. The Neglect of frequent Converſation el 
with Believers, who walk in true Joyfulneſs hf 
Faith, and rather chooſing thoſe for our Compa- 
W nions, that are themſelves involyed in the Fear of =— 
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Of the Signs and Ehects which diſcover the Fu ll 


nd WW i. A Fearful Man knows to do Good, but doth RR. 
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SS MNicodemns: Or © Ml 
ee and tho? it be laid before him with the 
eeareſt Evidence, yet he ſtarts many Doubts and 
= . about it, as having a ſecret Fear, that if 
be ſhould confeſs the Truth, he ſhould be hated, WW 
pPerſecuted, and reputed an Heretick by others. 

3. When after all, a Man is fully convinced of 
Prutb, and believes it in his Heart; yet, for Fear 
of Man, Je hides this Light under a Bushel, by Wl 
= not confeſſing it before Men. 4. Or, if he do con- 
= fels. it, tis only amongſt them that are Lovers of 
Truth, from whom he hath nothing to fear: But 
before the Enemies of Truth, he conceals or denies 
it, and reaſons ſo dubiouſly about it, as to leave them 
Vuncertain, whether he believes it or no; at leſt, 
he takes Care ſo to order his Words, as to give 
them no Occaſion to bring him into Trouble. 
. When ſuch a fearful Perſon lives in a Place, 
= where the Truth is profeſſed, there he owns it 
open-mouth'd ; but if he comes to another Place, 
be finds many Knots and Difficulties in the Point, 
bo that he reſolves to withhold his Aſſent, and 
leave it undetermined: For a timorous Perſon is 
—_— ways unſtable and wavering. 6. Such a one, 
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Truth, yet takes Care ſo to limit and pinch it, 
chat it may appear tolerable to the Enemies of 
Truth. 7. A fearful Man will at laſt break forth 
= with an avowed Confeſſion of Truth; but it is 
when he finds himſelf well back d with human 
Authority, that is, when a Perſon of unſpotted 
Reputation in the World, and of a great Name 
and Learning, hath aſſerted the ſame before him, 
under whoſe Authority he then hides himſelf, not 
_— daring to truſt himſelf under the Shelter of God's 
_  Word.. 8. Accordingly ſuch a One is more care- 
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ein and arm himſelf with a fine Train BBS 
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he e human Teſtimonies, than with the Wo 
1d od itlelf ; and thinks he hath a Right ſo to d 
if Wecauſe he ſees that the cheerful Conſeſſors ob 
d, ruth have ſometimes ſtopt the Mouths of their 
| 1 ameleſs Adverſaries with the ſame. 9. A fer- 
of Man is very cautious of reading thoſe Books, ö 
ar Which might be a Means of opening his Eyes; pre- 
y ading that ſome ſecret Poiſon may lurk in them, 
ben indeed the Cauſe of his Fear is, leſt he 
of {Miſhould fall under the Suſpicion of Hereſy; if he 
at ere known to read them. And for this Reaſon} Ml 
es o. Fearful Men do uſe to lay aſide and hide good 
Books, tho' they own them to be ſo, and find ll 
t, bemſelves edified by them, not conſidering, tag 
„e Jin ſo doing, they are aſhamed of the Words R_ﬀ 
e. MChriſt. 11. A fearful Man's Speech or Silence 1s m_ 
e, regulated by the Wind that blows from Court, —_ 
it 12. He holds his Peace, when abominable oper 
e, MW rofanenels and Sins call for his Reproof ; ang 
when he is put in Mind, that his Function obligethy _ 
him to ſpeak, he faith, Ze knows it world be 
is % Punpoſe, and therefore chooſeth rather to ſay  _””' 
Vothing. 13. His Word is always SOffly and Fairs” 
. my Friends, Soft and Fair goes far; becauſe 
Whe is afraid of Suffering by the cheerful Boldneſs of 
Faith in others. 14. He always fears that others. 
go too far; not conſidering, that himſelf goes not ll 
far enough. He quickly Ferceiveth the Mote im 
= Brothers Eye, but minds not the Beam that 
Ws in his own Eye. 15. The common Sort of 
People he can reprove boldly enough; but when 
he is to ſpeak to great and honourable Perſons, his. 
| Mouth is gagg'd. 16. When a fearful Man at aux 
Time bears Witneſs to Truth, he takes Cars ta lb 
Ipeak_ it behind the Backs of thoſe concerned-g% ll 
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Whereas, when be ſpeaks Face to ro . 
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— MNicodemws: Or 
ite another Turn. 1). Having taken upon Wi 
the Miniſterial Function, he is like a Fox 
_—_— that hath always ſome Kennel to eſcape to: As 
aeg as he finds himſelf well back d, he thunders i 
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=_ ing got into the Pulpit, he reproves and exclaims Wl 
=_— boldly-: But being told of it, he denies, that in ſo* Wn 
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_—_ fears, ſhould he alter any Thing of long received 
== Cuſtoms, he might bring himſelf into Trouble 
Wen he hears filthy Speech, ' fooliſh Talk 
—_——znd Jeſting, he holds his Tongue; and when it 

om great Men, he graces it with a Smile, d 


be Slothful, There is a Lion in the Way:; ſor he 
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ard of his Soul; for the Fear of Man man 
im their Slave, 27. Sometimes a good Taugeee 
omes into his Mind, to do ſomething for the Glam, 


„of God; but he ſoon confronts it with a, Sun 
hat will the People ſay of it * Mon 't they conn 
ire it ſo and ſo? and then fairly drops it. 28. 
e- Move all Things, he cannot abide to be though 
Singular. 29. He carefully avoids too great Ear- .Y 
eeſtneſs in his Function, or Profeſſion of Chriftia» 
ity, leſt it ſhould expoſe him before Men, and 
o make him uncapable of doing any further Good, 
30. He very cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and familiar 
WT Converſation with the poor Members of Chriſt, 
that are caſt off and deſpiſed by the World, er 
Fear the People ſhould fix a Name of Reproach 
upon him. 31. By Night, or in Secret, he is WI 
ling enough to diſcourſe with good People; butcat c 1 
not to walk with them publickly in the Street, 
leſt others ſhould take Notice of it: But rate 
appoints ſome certain Place to meet them, Where? 
| his Converſing with them may be concealed, or at =_—_ 


* 


leaſt do him no Prejudice. 32. A fearful Man thag mal 
begins to reliſh Truth, willingly keeps to the hear= =_”\l 
ing of good Preachers; but yet takes Care ſo ro mb 
manage the Matter, as that he may not incenſe ei 
ſuch, as he knows to be ungodly and Belly-Sers 
W vants, which oftea gives Occaſion to damnable_ 
& Hypocriſy, and makes the laſt Error worle than 

the firſt. 33. Out of Complaiſance he goes 
ſometimes to hear the Sermons of Hirelings, tho 
chey diſpenſe nothing but Railing and Controvers = 
y, as being very loth to be quite out with them 
and therefore he gives them 2 good Character be 
| fore others, for fear of having them upon him 
34. A learned Man that is convinced of. ng - 
„ 


but ſomewhat fearful 82 makes it his Buſin : 
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ii to go to Chriſt. 38. Like as a Coward in 
—_ an Enterprize, where his Life is expoſed to Dan- 
Fer, is not willing to ſtand in the Front, but would 
_— gather bring up the Rear: The ſame is the Caſe of 
—_ 2 farfa] Man in divine Things. When others 
diere boldly faced their Enemy, ventured Limb 
Life, fuftered Reproach and Contempt, and 
err all have obtained the Victory, and prevailed 
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one, he thinks he may venture to ſpeak the Truth 
. and that the World will let him paſs for what 


_ whom they falſſy beſtow theſe Names. 
fe 4; 


che Power of Truth, immediately theſe fears 
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long fince. But there is a vaſt Difterence between 
Conteſſing the Truth with the Mouth, and pati. 
W ently ſabmitting to great Trials and Difficut 
bor the ſaid Confeſſion. 39. He doth not willing 
y keep Correſpondence with thoſe, whom the u- 
AS godly World doth reject: For he fears his Letters 2 
nieht be intercepted, and he become the Subject of Al 
Mens Talk. 40. A timorous Miniſter, tho? he "al 


es. WT owns the Truth, yet is defirous to live in outward ll 


We Peace with thoſe of his own Profeſſion, tho* un- 


Gl | godly, eſpecially which officiate in the ſame Place - | 
== with him; the Effect whereof is, that he is truſted ul 
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from them, but diligently to attend their Sermons, al 
"notwithſtanding, that by their railing againſt that 
= which is good, and expoling it to Scorn and Con- 
| tempt, they prove an Offence to the People, auc 
divert them from true Repentance and Amendment 
of Life, rather than any Way contribute to the ll 
Building them up in God; not conſidering, tag ne 
they do nothing elſe, but pull down what he e 
W deavours to build. But he feareth, that if he ſnouſ 
| lay open the great Miſchief, cauſed by ungodly_ 
Preachers, and the Difference there is betwixt One 
that is a true Servant of God, and an hypocricical 
Slave to his Belly, (tho', in ſo doing, he doth nol 
at all derogate from the Power of God's Word 
be would be accounted a Donatiſt. 42. Fear 
Man is apt to perſwade us, that ſhould we 1 
Lake co carry on the Work of the Lord wil 
ꝙ2 : - 1, D——_ 
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_— greater Application and Earneſtneſs, we might be 
=_— Findred from doing the Good, which now we are 
= permitted to do; not conſidering, that God is rea- 
do open a wider Door to the cheerful and cou- 
—_— ragious Labourers in his Vineyard. 43. This Fear 
makes many, at their firſt Entrance upon the Mi- 
= niſtry, to yield ſo much in all Things, that after- 


[1 * 

It 2 Err 2 
12 3 — JA 
13 


n EA 
= i; bs © IIS; 
ah HA — 


: 1 * 
* 


1 
3 
\ 


_—__ forming of any Thing. 44. The Fear of Man 
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finds always ſomething to blame in the Behaviour 
= 'of faithful Labourers ; either about the Manner of 
their acting, or ſome Circumſtances of it; and yet 
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HPhbariſaical, who with a cheerful and Child-like 


_— Spirit break through all Oppoſitions. 46. It will 
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cheir deep Corruption, that they might be delive- 


of allowable Chriſtian Liberty. 48. The Fear 
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E wards they are quite at a Loſs, how. to begin the 4 
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A fearful Man ſees the Glory of God violatedy” 


LI 


Wears Curſing, Swearing, taking of God's Nam 9 


angels. = | 
= {trting Objections, as in Caſes that tend moſt” 
the promoting the Glory of God, and the Good 


1 N85, one after another; but yet is afraid to puts 
is Ha 


ace, when indeed there is no Fault 


vain, Blaſpheming, ridiculing the Scripture = 
ithout rouſing himſelf to reſcue the Honour of 
Wis God, who hath reſcued him out of ſo man 
bs The Fear of Man is never ſo buſy; 


f our Neighbour, whereby he hinders himſelf 
om ever experiencing the Glory of God, in bis 
powerful Help and Aſſiſtance; yea, it bewitchetlIi 
im to that Degree, that it giveth bim a falſe evil 
Wonſcience (as Luther calls * which perſwades 
im, he need not concern himſelf with it; tho it _ 
We nothing elſe, but the Fear of Man that keeps ml 
Wim back. 51. A fearful Man, if he be a Lover of mm 
What which is good, rejoiceth to ſee others breale  n_ 
Whrough in Faith, and obtain Victories and Bleſ, _ 
nd cheerfully to the Work. 52. When e 
Winds nothing to cavil at, he cries; Zhe Work 1s 
or well timed, or is not to be ſet i 196 in his 
| at all, bur, 
is own Lack of Faith. 53. He faith, I muſt rake 
are to live in Peace with my Brethren, and not i 
Wo make them my Enemies; and continues to dils ũ 
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Nicodemus : O, 


eis, 7 can do nothing alone; if others would act 
well as myſell, ſomethiug might be done. 5. He 


Es afraid of burning his Fingers, and therefore rather 
employeth another to do it for him; he makes the 


ros, but others muſt ſhoot them. - 58. He 
ciries, I Have been hit already, I dont care to 
eome there again. 59. He ſometimes ventures Ml 
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ſerts and teacheth, that he may appear a 
deiner of Orthodoxy, which, he eſteems his Crown, 
aud therefore cannot think of parting with it. 
Er. He cries, Surely we ought to proceed with 
—_ . Prudence in all Things; not conſidering, that 
be Fooliſaneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 1 Cor. 
25. 62. When a fearful Man findeth nothing 
do tax in the Thing itſelf, he blames the Manner 
of doing it, and faith, It ſhould have been under- 
taken after another Manner, when he himſelf finds 
no Way or Manner at all to undertake it as he 
—_— out. 63. He faith, Faith is Faith, tho” it be 
weak. Thus he comforts himſelf, and. ftrives not 


himſelf in many Particulars, but when hè finds the 


Storm ariſe, and the Waves beat, he gives Way, 


and fo looſeth what he ſeemed to have already 
Scripture, to. overthrow that which it N al- 
tiff Main- 


gained. 60. He ſometimes makes Uſe of the 


He forla s belt. 
W 


C 
- © - 


. 
* 0 # 


7 Baar gf Min. "= 47. 
Friends in ER Time of Trial. 67. He epos 
ot his Neighbour, bur ſay JS, That God! is ſo mera} 
Wiful, and ſo great a Lover of Mankind, that hed 
N Hoch not doubt, but he will pluck him out of te] 
eure in his due Time. 68. He faith, Things e 
„70 be forced at once, we miſt proceed by Steps © 
o' be himſelf do not advance in Faith from one 
ep to another, that is, from a lower to a nighes, 
egree. 69. A ſtrong Place, faith he, js not t 
de taken at once, the Lines muſt firſt be finiſhed A” 
Wind before he hath got Things ready for an Aſſaultz | 
Ve Cauſe is loſt. 70. When a - fearful Man is $68 
Press che inward Truth of Chriſtianity, he i 
Alas! it is too high for them; if he is to reprove np 
any outward Miſcarriage, he accounts it a "Thing: RR 
Windifterent;.or elſe ſaich, We muſt not begin . _ 
S outward. Things. 245 He goes further ſometimes 
and taith, hat Purpoſè is all this Buſtle? My. 
| Reproofs world but make the People worſe.. 72. 5 13 I Mn 
Wis very apt to believe any falle Reports againſt than . 
Faithful Children of God; and becauſe his Heart i is. 
toſled with Fear, be is very forward. in warning 5 no 
hem to take Heed to themſelves, and, by his Im | 4 
prudence, damps and ſtifles their Cheertulneſs.& : 
we. Faith. 73. He fits on the Bench, when Believers. 4 
Fare: condemned, and conſents to the unjult Se 
tence pronounced againſt them. 74. He faith, Ag 
long as I can but keep myſelf within due Bounds 1 
hall be in a better Condition to gain others : ih 5 
de must, with St. Paul, become: weak, with thy 
Weak: But here lies the Difference, .that what 
[Paul did, proceeded 3 
berping, whereas in 1 im it is the Fruit, of 1 — of -- 
J 2d 5 Madam ä 
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_ Miniſter ;. another of his wicked Parents; ano- 
ther of his Brethren in the ſame Function ; ano-f 
ther of his Patrons; another fe the Cen- 
dure of ome famous Divines; an 


. == another, that of 
bi Superiors and Magiſtrates, &c. In Conſidera- 
tion whereof, we have great Reaſon to ſay with 
_— our Saviour, Matth. 18. 5. Wo unto the Mor 
—_ . of Offences | For what an abominable apd 
—_— Horrible Sin is it for a Man, to give Occaſion to 
— others of falling into this ſinful Fear, and thereby 
—_— to hinder their Converſion ? But yet this is not 8 
_Tufficient to excuſe thoſe, who fear Men more than 
tee living God: Would to God the Magiſtrates 

might bere open their Eyes, to ſee the ſad Effects 

WW of their Gree wardick in determining and rxegu- 
ating divine Matters, by which they very much Wl 
—_—_———ob{truct. the Edification of others, and pinch it 
i ſuch narrow Bounds, by tying it up to their 
Manner and Form, tho“ no ſuch Limitations: are 
to be fourid iti the Word of God; and bind the WF 
eiences of Men, where God hath not bound ch 
11 ._c- 
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Ss "MM. Fear -of aa Wh xg. 
's bod bath reſerved to himſelf! True it is, "0 BY 
is Means they make themſelves to be feared bx 
en, and are an Occaſion of turning aſide ma — 
What were in a fair Way to Repentance, to Di 
Wnulation and Hypocriſy: But they will once, t@ 
| s ar great Sorrow, be made ſenſible who they be, 
N bat are concerned in that of cur. Lord; Wo 1e 
ben that 2 offend = of theſe 4¹ tle Ones...” 

I 


1 Neither! is the Fear of Man a leſs Obſtatte, W 

obe that are already converted, to their Growth 

n Godlineſs, foraſmuch as thereby they 19% 

3 of many Opportunities to. ſtreng mii 
bk, End edify themſelves in God, which they ity d 
greatly! in need of. For this Fear makes us oi . 

the Converſation of thoſe who are molt able 16? 

build us up in our moſt holy Faith; it make 


„ 


en. guilty of many Sins againſt our Knowledge ab 

off Confcience And, as a cheerful Confeſſion of H 
ra- Trath is a great Comfort and Happinels to a Man, 9 1 Wil 
ith Wl and incredibly advances him in Faith, and the Love il 
2 of God; ſo, on the contrary, doth the Hiding or ut 

pd the Denying of what a Man owns inhis Heart 1 f 
toß kim quite down, and hinders him from ever ai) 4 | 
by YE riving at any Degree of Strength, and from then 

ot WF cheerful ſhewing forth of the Fruits of the Spi No . 3 | 
an Many know not what the Reaſon is, why wo AY 
tes make ſuch flow Advances in their call 


Growth, when all this while the Enemy, that 
u- the Cauſe of it, lurks in their own Boſoms ; thou 
ch they take him for their beſt Friend, ſu poſing this 
it Fearfulneſs to i. ee elſe, but con and 
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ed, and every Way daſhed and terrified, Wiſe 
_ they bave not Courage enough cheerfully to ge 
= overcome the Fear of Man; they become dejectedM 

beartleſs in the Diſcharge of their Function, 
pole their Power, inſomuch that they hardly know 
_— themſelves, what or how they ought to ſpeak, ex- 
poſe themſelves to frequent Regrets, conſume Will 
_ themſelves with inward Grief and Sorrow, and Bi 
1 e liſtleſs in all their Performances. And by 
dis Means God's Judgments overtake the Magi- 
trates, who have taken upon them a Power over 
1 their Conſciences, and fall upon City and Coun - 
Churches and Schools are deprived of their} 
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thu Teachers, and puniſhed with unfaithfulf 
—Firclings; the moſt excellent Gifts which God hath 

beſtowed upon them, become altogether fruitleſs, 
did the great Good, which might have been efte- 
Ned by them, is hindred. How great an Eneou- 
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—_ finds, that he can do nothing that will pleaſe thoſe | 
—_— tht are {ct over him, and, after much ado, hard- 
1 WY procure the Liberty of promoting real Goodnels 
When others ſee thoſe, who know that which 
3s good, (or at leaſt ought to know it) backward 
in owning and confeſſing of it, and out of Fearful- 
diſlemble it, they are thereby- ſtrengthned in 
their Hypocriſy and Wickedneſs: And the groſſer 
—_——— Hypocriſy and Fearfulneſs is, the more Hurt 
cs others, by confirming them in the ſame. 
. e en, that bythe Fea. 7 0 
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W This Fear of Man makes great and honourable 
Us Perſors the moſt miſerable of all Men: For hence 
Wit is, that no Body ever tells them the Truth 
Which might lead them to the Knowledge of then 9 I 
Wc lves. A Court-Preacher ought above all Menge 
1 ſtand free of the Fear of Man, and to be poſſeſt 24 . 
ga great Boldneſs of Faith, to charge and reprove = 
5 [Princes to their Face, as Nathan did David. ; But, ü 
alas! Where are ſuch to be found? O the ho, 
Es rible and irreparable Evils which the Fear of Maw 
Sg goth at Court! which they are like to account 
Who hold their Tongues, when 9 ſhould ipeaK = 
and reprove boldly. 5 1 


The Fear of Man i is 8 for maintain old's 
"Cuſtoms ; and whilſt every one is afraid of Inngwe 
vation, all Abuſes are thereby more a and more ag. 
thorized, ſo that all Things proceed continua 
from bad to worle ; becauſe nothing is reformed of 
. amended. Wherefore it cannot be expected, that 
Minifter, guilty of this Fear of Man, ſhould ever 6s 
bis Endeavours bring his Church or Pariſh'i into a: 
4 better and more Chriſtian State. r 1 
5 were there are Two or more Kath Miniſters = 
| b in the {ſame Place, tho they may perchance haven 
a good Intention, yet in Effect they perſe 
nothing worthy of. their Calling. For the 
Hindreth the other from the cheerful and fa, I 
diſcharging of his Duty. It would be better far 
"ſome; to have for their Fellow - labourer, one 
is ayowedly wicked, who perhaps by his EH 
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- the Light. 
4 4 Y od crowns bis true Servants with manifold 


es and Bleſſing: He manifeſts his. Glory in 

22 and makes bare his Arm before them; 5 
there is nothing of all this, where Unbelief bath 
gained Admittance, and where the Honour due to 
Voq, from and before all Men, is not cheerfully and 
undauntedly rendred unto him. For a fearſul Man 
truſts God no farther than his Reaſon reaches and 
earrieth him; and when any Thing croſſeth that, 
1] be preſently giveth Way; and therefore he can ne- 
9 3 behold the Kr of God, becauſe he wants 
A Watch. _ 
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would rather owe his Safety. to his own Amr 
| than to the divine Protection. 6 


PS, ER: 
St. James faith, Chap. &7 Reſiſt the Devil, 


When the Adverſaries of Truth — thoſe. that on 

Dove it, ſhun the Light, this ſtrengthens them in ane 

their bad Cauſe, concluding them not to be in the lin 

dy ; becauſe, if they were, they would have iin 

need to fear. | fay 

0 1 LA fearful Man chinks- ms by human \|ﬀf of 

1 a to avoid the Perſecution that is raiſed be- 

1 le of the Word; whereas thereby he frequently Wi de} 

1.288 2 

ö = "= bimſelf much deeper into Scorn, Con- 

tcmpt, and all Manner of Miſchief ; becauſe: he 
Wt: 


= FE 5 EY he will flee from you: And the Reverſe of Ea 
we Hap is full as true; for the more we give Way to the Gt 
s = "ct and his Inſtruments, out of Fear, the more WW & 
3 . ; urfue and preſs upon us. Men might id i 
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= When a Houſe is on Fire, whatever we have's 
WDeſire to ſave; muſt be laid hold off with Courage 
and Reſolution : In like Manner, when we ſee tie 
ear Approach of God's Ae we ought tg 
Winatch Men like Firebrands out of the Fire; but'a 
fearful Man always apprehends, he might burn 
himſelf by endeavouring to ſave his Neighbour : In 
the mean Time the Judgments of God overtake ul 
and cruſh us both together. ' \ _—R—_ 
Jod doth infinitely abound with Mercy, Love 8 
and Goodneſs towards Mankind, and would 1 
lingly every Day pour out new Grace and Bleſs Rm 
fings upon us; But we are not receptive of then m_ 
& fave only by the Child-like Spirit of Faith*: Since _ 
therefore a fearful Man doth not act in the Streng 
of the Child-like Faith, but always 2pprehends, Wii 
| God might ſome Time or other forſake him; 
| deprives himſelf of manifold and great Bleſſings, 
not only temporal, but eternal alſo, RR 
a r 
Children commonly reſemble their Parents, a _ 
as the Miniſter is, ſuch commonly are his Hear. *»_ﬀF 
If therefore a Miniſter be. fearful, how will his al 
Hearers be ever excited to a true Cheerfulneſs of 
| Faith ? And thoſe of them, who, by the Grace of ll 
| God, are freed from the Fear of Man, and e nl 
| God without Fear, will never have any Confidence 


towards their Teacher, till they perceive him diſin 


aged from this ſinful Fearfulneſs. Many M 
de wonder, why the faithful Children of Gags 
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1 10 > litle Confidence in 3 not or conſctrings 4 
tbe Reaſon of it is, : Becauſe their Flock never 
Ew i in them the leaſt Proof of a good Shepherd, 
=” expoſes himſelf A =" for his Flock sake. 

1 
Unfachfu Hirelings do rob and murder many 
ale by making them Slaves to their Authority, 
to that Degree, that for Fear of them they dare not 

0 to hear able and faithful Miniſters, to be inſtru- 

Bind by them in the Way of Truth; tho* they be 
piaced of it in their Hearts. And: this is he 
Perry Thing I faid before, That this Fear of Man 

ders many Thouſands either from being con- 
ed at all, or from their further mn and 
ee in Chriſtianity. LF ' 
El.. tbe 
. This Fear Us Man is the Bane both. _ City 30 
Ehen, Our Superiors would appoint good Mi- 
= niſters, but Fear hinders them, becauſe they are 
= not willing to diſpleaſe this or the other Man, 
* the People mult be plagued with a wicked 
baer They that ſhould ſpeak at the Election 
of a Miniſter, hold their Tongues for Fear. In the 

Zourts of Judicature this Fear, perverts Juſtice, | 
Dd bereaves Widows and Orphans, the Poor and | 
Dire of their Right, becauſe no Body will 
RJ eſpouſe their Cauſe. The Miniſters flatter 
their Superiors, and they the Miniſters, and the 
elt flatter them both; and all this is s the goodly 
Fruit of the Fear of Man. | ; wh 
i | Wo AVAIL A as TG 

” Innumerable IN are loſt by reaſon of this Thar 

bf Man. A fearful Miniſter flatrers himſelt with 
Fi Hope of gaining upon his People by little and 
e; for, faith he, Ir muſt not be done ad a. 
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events and ſpoils all his cautious Prudential al 
leaving him nothing but a bad Conſcience. 
le that is convinced of the divine Truth, and 
ss ſenſible of the Corruption, into which Men are 

Hunk, but withal captivated by this Fear, 6 
Slave to human Authority, ſuch an One is always == 
E plagued and tormented by a bad Conſcience ; as 
| 3 unwilling to break off quite either with tha == 


World or the Children of God, he is looked up 


Jas unfaithful by them both: He expoſeth himſelf 


* 


to far. more Trouble and Anxiety, than the Bre :! 
ing through with a cheerful Faith would have c 
him. He finds no joyful Affurance in Prayer, 
Word of God hath no Reliſh with him. What E | 
utters, is ambiguous, wavering and diſtaſteful to than 
Children of God; becauſe it is not ſeaſoned . win_ 
W Salt. He never attains to a true Communio s 
Saints; and when he ſhould comfort and ſtreng g ñ 
, en others, by exciting and exhorting them in them 
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49 Power of God, he rather drives them to Fear ang_— 
2 Deſpondency, and quenches the Spirit of Gd 

them: And whereas he ſhould unite them in ti 
Bond of Love, he rather divides and ſepata ? = 


| 


them, for Fear of their offending. his Darling 
ll WF World. Thus he goes on bimleif without any: Eo 
T ſpiritual Experience, contenting himſelf with , 
bare Shadow of Chriſtianity, Which he ' hath laid? 
bold on, inſtead of the Spirit and Truth of it, 
| with the good Words, wherewith he can ſepa 
_* WY forth ; being at the ſame Time void of Soul 
Life, without Spirit and Power: He depriveth 8. . I _ 
chers of their" Strength too, and ſo falls at laſlin_ 
to. Security, cartying ochers alſo along ich in 
ee een ü 
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ing be i Tout, and * himſelf i into ve 
. 


| eee 1 
1 CH AP. V. A 


i the Excu es that are Aale made zo Bol! tate 
he Fear of Man. 4 Way 
1 


A 8 Gan as we hats Wil true Hurry to Ac- | : 
knowledge the Fear of Man, and diſcover it 
to be a great Evil, and ſo ſtrive againſt it with 
. and Supplication, then the Danger is not 
great; for then the Work is begun, which, i 
bed, will fully deliver us from it. But thete EY, 
eee very few that will acknowledge this Fault i 
"1 2 themſelves, and rather expect to be look'd upon as 
_— tho that do nothing but what is Right and Praiſe- 
—_— worthy; Nay, moreover are very ready to find 
Fault, and correct others. But when others that Wl 
—_—_ cannot juſtify their Actions, begin to diſcourſe 
Lich them about it, they are for juſtifying them- | 
—_— ſc, and endeavour to palliare their Fear of Man 
—_— with various and manifold Excuſes, ſome whereof 
_ ar re gross, and palpably diſcover, that they 
_ want the Grace of Self-denial ; [but others juſtify 
_ themſelves ſo plauſi My, that they blind the Eyes 
— many, who take them for very Chriſtian, and 
| 1 e People. Now zhe refer Sort of” Excu- | 
** are as follow : ; 


I. 1 
Says 8 Should Taft at this Rite, I ould S | 

PSs be called to an Account for it. Well, but 

a chis hinder a faithful. Servant from ekecu- 


[fig hs > cake 5 ae ES Or Doug, 1 
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of he to „ FA lieels Tenfe in Au Ged, 2s ©. | 1 
aueſtion his Protection, when the Wien — 
Hemklvs together againſt him, ſaying! 1 
Ving an Acguſation againſt him, as N did * = 
* Jeremiah, and other of 55 n ©" 


= Well, but ſays another By this Abit, 7 hath 9 
8 be put to Charges and Trouble. Anſwer.” Those 
chat put you to thoſe Charges and Loſs, act yo —_- 
- unjuſtly, and the Magiſtrate that doth not PR —_- 
- WT fuch Crimes, doth” worſe, in ſuftering a faithful ll 
Preacher to be put to Trouble and Charge Z for” . 
a gifcharging his Duty. But, as for thee, thou 4 

W only a Steward; let the Money go: Aſſure thy 

elf they will get nothing by it, neither wilt th 
lole any Thing. Have Faith in God, he will re» 2 4 
ſtore to thee an Hundred-fold, what thou haſt loſt # 
for his Name's Sake. God is a faithful Lord 9 Wt 
| He wi be it only thy Care to be a faithful Servantel 5 I #| 
e will never let thee . Loſer for his Sake. _ | 
II | 1 
1 But you will fay, We if T had not a Mise 44 1 
be , ſomething might be done; and bet 2 1 EE | 
Tam commanded to take: Care of my Family. Au —_— 
as Chriſt faith, Matth. 10. 37. He hat las al 1 
vet Father or Mother more than me: Aud he 
that lovetn Som and Daughter more than me, is mor 
ö of me. Mou muſt forſake all, or elſe You 3 \ 
can 7 be a Diſeip4e of Chriſt, Luke 14. 33- 
IV. 


. 3 2; 
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But i it is written, F any Man provide. at E: - 2 
55 oWn, and eſpecially for. thoſe of his own Ho 
e hath denied the, Faith, and is 207 /e than 
asel, 1 Tim. 5. 8. Auſiver If Children, 
Childrens Children do not nouriſh, and take Ga_ 
. 1 5 ad 2 impotent Parents, nor behave. 8 
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FB out 4 e 224. ebe it pleaſerh big can 
make Uſe of thee for. thy Neighbour's Profit, pn 
che Advancement of his own Glory. But it 8* Y 
| plain, that thou ſerveſt thy Belly and not 3 4 
| when: thou art unwilling to leave thy Benefice for.” 
che Sake of God and a good Conſcience, .., * 4 


| VH. 
= Bn” we 10 what we can. Anſwer. Thos? 
ſ- 1 canſt not do any Thing of thyſelf, But if thou ant 
W in Chriſt, then he alone doth all that is good in 
8 and by thee. But who can boaſt, that he does as, 
och as the Grace and Spirit of Chriſt doth ena-" 
de him to do? Valiant Soldiers never think = 
W have behaved themſelves in Battle with all the | | 
Zeal and Faithfulneſs that is poſſible for them. He 2 3 
that is throughly ſenſible of the Weightineſs of tie | 
Mmilierial Function, muſt needs acknowledge, be 
cannot anſwer God for the many Things he ha 
© omitted for Fear of Man, which he might have 
© ay by Faith, and which will "ph in 
Judgment agaipſt him. He that ſays, t dg 
ht he can, ſhews plainly, that he hath never 
= yet tried. whas i is * ble by the Grace of Cock 
At the erer er, very little nee 999 
o us ; bur if we venture boldly, relying upon 
God, we ſhall find ourſelves able to do greater 
Things; an 75 the End be able to ſay RE 8 1 
Paul, Phil! 4. 13. I can do all Things ros, 
Chriſt who-ſirengihneth me. Overcome but 1 
[the Fear of Man, and then thou wilt peo irons & 2 | 
meth to Strength. - + A 9 
1 85 VIII. TE Ro 
Ie have o Church- Orders, and if we 1 | 
| rhe, then; Who can find Fault with us ns 
hd Some Church-Orders are better than others 0 4 4 
Put 0 on W gd; the 2 850 Be, of all > _ Mong 1 1 
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1.1208 * Wenden; 5 Op. e * 
| | ary, both the Epiſtles to 77 bub a8 that to 
ius, are the Rule and Standard of all the Church 
er da There are ſome neceſſary Points that 
do not belong to Church-Government. 'Some 
Church-Ordinances meaſure Things too ſhort, 
"fo that the Church-Concerns cannot effectually 
be promoted and ſecured by them. And too often 
Jome' Things are allowed by them, that God's 
Mord doth not allow. Thou ſhalt not be judged 
"Bl any Church. Ordinances, but according to God's. 
Word. This Caſe excepted, it is very commen- 
le for thee to be diligent in obſerying alt 
| orders, for promoting the Honour of Gage 
| [ nd the common Good. * 
4 ENeicher are Preachers the coals” Men 4 that { Zi 
Eto excuſe their Fear of Man, after ſuch a gfols 
aner. For the People make Uſe of ſuch Ex- 
12 as are never a Whit better. When the Mar 
he are deeply engaged in the Fear of Man, 
wand conſequently endeavour to auen which is 
8 in others ; their topping Excuſe is,that publick 
Peace and Tranquility | is to be preſerved, whate- 
T2. 8 3 Ver come of fit. And this is, becauſe they dog 
a underſtand the Nature and Deſign of the Go el, 
=_ : of which Chriſt Jays, Matth. 10. 24, 35. pk 
15 3 er that I am come to ſend Peace on Earib: 
| . tame not to ſend Peace on Earth, but a Sword. 
For am come ro ſet a Man at Variance againſt 
"hrs Farber, and the Daughter againſt her Mother, 
nd rhe Davughter-i u- Law againſt her Mot her- in- 
. B "Ry aw : And a Man's Foes Hall be they of his own 
| WEHorſ1017. But, alas! we never enquire, who is | 
1 | "x Cauſe of the Trouble. Not they who ear- |} 
| . 5 . contend for God's Word, but they that will } 
b 2 ip e it, and who by. belching 0x out t their He | 
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end Slanders againſt it, are the Cauſe of all the Nos 

ide and Diſquiet, and therefore ought to be puff, 
W ſhed. But where the Wolf is judge, the poor nl 
Sheep always troubles the Water. When I, ſays 
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David, „pe to them of Peace, they make them. "= 
. HE ſehves ready to Battle. Much might be faid her?“? mb 
= God grant that the Magiſtracy may feel the divine 
Peace in their own Souls, then would they endesa? ns 
our to lay the right Foundation of a laſting Peas 
= amongſt thoſe committed to their Care, and not 
concern themſelves with the falſe Peace, hi 
every one is ſettled upon the Lees of his cru 
W and ungodly Nature. © " 
The common People ſav, Ve muſt not di ſple 
| zhenClergy, our ſpiritual Guides. Anfr. 
they be Spiritual, as you call them, they will g 
ver be againſt you in any Thing that is good. B 
| if they be againſt you, when you are earneſtly. p 
ſuing your Edifieation, haue then no Fellowſhip 
eirh the munffatrfus Works of Darkneſs, but 
r reprove them; for be ſure, they are not (piniR—_—_—_— 
l but carnal. What ſays Chriſt? Matth. 15. 1 
5 5 81 atone, they are blind Leaders of i 
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Aut wve muſt not deſpiſe our Teachers. Anu 
An hypocritical Servant of his Belly fancieth hi 
| felf deſpiſed, when any ſeek to be edified by othè 
beſides himſelf; and yet more, if we tell him $M 
his Face, that we do profit more by anoth 
Pfeaching than by his. True Servants of 
| ſeek not their own Honour; but much rate 
Joice, when they ſee the People built up in 
ett holy Faith, let it be done by whom 

ue wiſe Shepherd complain chat he ig del hy 
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| B complain, that he is deſpiſed ? Or if it be a Ss 
ee, let him mend, and ſo take away the 
For it is God's - Puniſhment upon wick | 
8 chers, , to render chem del} Ro, H LH 2.8 
e ye are Zeparted out of he W- Te Have 
ca el many to: ſtumble at the Law: : 75 2 e 60 
ec the Covenant of Levi, '[aith the Lord of 
er baue 7 alſo mane pou conrempribe 
2. baſe before all the Peo ple ; ro, Miisg AS you 
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T2 [7 EI'1S of: far greater Concern, that thy Soul 
be faved, than that the Retpect of an ambitious 
Preacher ſhould be preſerved: Let him be con- 
Ferted, and preach with the Demonſtration of the Wi 
8 and Power, and then the Sheep will oon 
ZKnow his Voice, and follow him as à good She p- 15 
herd, A Farthing i is not deſpiſed, becaule we value 
tas a Farthing ; for its coined for no more. The 
e is the Caſe, when we value an idle Babbler ac. 
Wording to his Worth, what Reaſon has he t0 


ule 
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ge ab kepr my. Ways ; But have been pas fial 3 
Thou mayſt not ſlanger an | 


. for then thou art juſtly complained of - But 
ben thou only ſeekeſt the Edification of thy Soul, 

—— findeſt it moſt, and | heartily"to 
bo thy Saviour's Steps, then no Body has Rea- 
© fn to complain of thee ; and lig that does, betrays i 
himſelf, that he ſeeketh his OWN, and not WRAY 1s 
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XII. 1 
We muſt not bed ee . Thi 


A l Ng ed by thofe that will not go from. i 


"my own Pariſh-Church, not hear any other Mi- 
edit chemſelves. Aud wicked Preachers | 
are lo Impudent,. as to maks Ie; of this. Text. to 
| | \ Tom Py 
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17 5 4 
et themſelves. But if it be thy earneſt Deſire tc 
ut ek thy Growth and Edification in God, in fo do- 

ins, chou doſt not worſhip other gods; but, OW 
the contrary, doſt abhor and reject them, as raft 
Lat of the Fleſp, the Luſt of the Eyes, and Prius 
ie, chooſing to ſerve the only true living Godt ml 
one. But the Fear of Man makes thee ſtand ix ll 
w of, and depend upon envious and ambitious 
ervants of their own Bellies; and to keep fair” ä 
With them, thou doſt neglect the Edification of 
Why Soul; when certainly thou art a Worſnippern 
ef other gods; and a Servant of helpleſs Idols, wh 
ee dead in Sin, withered and barren Trees, 
= WS hberefore ſuffer not thyſelf to be blinded by ſuck. 
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a groſs and abominable W reſting of Scripture ; bu 
Week thy Edification to the utmoſt thou art able _ 
„and purſue, thy Chriſtian Race without Fear, let _ 
„the Wor Id ſay what it V EE. _ _ F | 
:*Tis St. Paul's Advice to Titus 2. 18. Tei no: _ 
Aan deſpiſe thee. Anſwer. Tis great Pity, that _ 
- Wthis Text ſhould commonly be made Uſe of as 4 un 
cover to. carnal Preachers, and be perverted: in" ml 
7 Favour of their Pride and Ambition; who ſrom 
Whence conclude, that they have Reaſon to maintain 
their out ward Reſpect, and not to ſuffer any the 
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_ arc 2fraid to ſpeak to them, or to do any Thing 
_ which the Miniſters may interprete to be againſt the 
_ Reſpect due unto them: As for Example, To fre- 
_— quent the Sermons of others, whereby they may 


1 


be better edified, or otherwiſe, to converſe with 
—_— 2 : : , + ? 
—_-CGod's faithful Servants ;; And moreover perſwade 
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tis {canda}ous Abuſe of theſe Texts; for the Apo- 
ile means no more than this, that Titus ſhould 


* 


_ 2 "Se 25 
PI . * 
3 3 
r 


18 


LAY 
o 
= 


41 


0 


* 
On 
107 
ry 
4- 


Ly 
N 7 
| . 


a ſßameu, having uo evil Thing to ſay of you. 
_— he ſme he writes alſo to Timothy in the firit 
_ Epiltle 4. 12. Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth. 
ball we think, that St. Paul by theſe Words in- 
_—_” tended to warn 7 70:49 to be very careful to main- | 
i his outward Reſpect and Authority; to ſuffer 
eee ofthe Vulgar to put him in Mind of his Du- 
odor permit his Auditors to be edified by others, 
i would tend to the leſſening of himſelf ? Not 
br be fully explains himſelf in the following 
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nord, in Converſation, in Charity, in Hi 
b Faith, in Purity. Till I come, give M ll 
dance to Reading, to Exhortation, to Dottrimes 
That is to fay, the Way for Miniſters to avoid 
Contempt, is to perform their Duty with all ap- 
nay Wl Plication and Diligence, and to lead a blameleſs r» 
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ade True it is, the Wicked will ſpeak Evil of them, 
belie and flander them; but it is no more than ml 
Smoke diſſipated by the Sun, and their Catumny* 
piſe ſoon vaniſhes; for when they are known, no Bo- 
„ dy will believe them; but Chriſt's own © Lambs 
Will then put an high Value aud Eſteem upon ⁶ 
them. Aud this alſo is the Meaning of the Words 
of: Chriſt, Luke 10. 16. Chriſt there commands e__ 
that we ſnould hear thoſe who come in his Name, 
or are {ent by him, and abide in his Truth; tha 
| we ſhould attend to their Words, and not to let ml 
them in at one Ear, and out at the other. A my 
cordingly every one ought ſtrictly to try and to; 
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examine himſelf, whether he comes truly in the =_ 
W Name of Chriſt, whether he be ſent by him, an 
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bimſelf ſays, Be as wiſe as Serpents, and innocent 
a Doves, Matth. 10. Ver. 16. If. we ſhould im- 
> prudently bIunder, out all, we ſpould ſpoil all. 
Anſwer. There are two Sorts of Wiſdom, one 
that comes from above, and another that is from 
beneath, James 3. 15. The former of theſe is un- 
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However, we muſt uſe Prudence; for Chriſt 


F 3 | xeprovll and a moſt precious Giftiof the molt 
1 . and is called, The Wiſdom of the Fult, 
2 . 1j. 08 8.0 pk 6 Wiſdom indeed, 
al | 2 hoſoever aoth thereafter, his Praiſe ſhall en. 
1x = ire for ever. But now what is this Wiſdom ? |! 
= | 3 No other than zhe Fear ar of the Lora, Plal. z. Ver. 10. 
== Wherefore this Wiſdom is the true and only Po- 
4 3 tion that infallibly deſtroys the Fear of Man, and 
5 makes us to contemm the Wicked, but to honour 
. "them that fear the Lord, Pal. 1 5. Ver. 4. And 
3 3 this repreſents God lo glorious and full of 'Majelty | 
= in our Hearts, that we readily give up Money, 
=_ Goods, Honours, yea, our Body and Life, rather 
1 3 chan williogly and wittingly to offend our God, or 
. 3 much as expoſe ourſelves to the leaſt Hazard of 
=_ offending him. This Wiſdom leans upon the 
Word of God, (P/a). 118. 9.) as upon 4 ſure | 
j 3 3 and Stay, aud puts no Confidence in Prin- 
bes; but ſays, 278 better to truſt in the Lord, 
5 = han to put any Confidence in Man. All Naribus 
1 270 ed me about, but in the Name f the Lord 


le Bees, they ave quenched as the Fire c Wo 
For in the Name of the Lord I will aeftroy m 
' They have thruſt ſore at me, that I might Fall, 


£ of Rejoricing and Salvation is in the Tabernacle of \i 
the Righteous : The Right-Hand of the Lord do 


M a burning fiery Furnace, and who is that Goal 


 *- Power of his Might, and puts on the whole Ar 
mou of God, that he may be able to ſtand again 
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"but the Lord helpea me. The Tord is my Streng 
and Song, and is become my Salvation: The Heis 
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daliantly: The RightaHand of the Lord is era 
ed: The Right-Hand of the Lord 40th vallanily. 
hall not die but live, and declare the Works of 
the Lord, Thus the Wiſdom of the Juſt vanqui>_ 
ſhes, ſings, and triumphs over all the Fear of Man, 
and rejoiceth as a valiant Man to run his Race. nl 
For they that love the Lord, ſhall be as the Sun, al 
When he goes forth in his Might, Judges 5. 31 
This was the Wiſdom of thoſe three Worthies, 
Shaarach, Meſpach, and Abed-nego, who, when mn 
| Nebuchadnezzar in his Rage ſpoks to them, and 
ſaid, If you ai not worſhip the Image I have fer 
, ye ſpall be caſt the ſame Hour into the M 


that ſpall deliver you out of my Hands? They mb 
replied, We are not careful t0,anſwer thee in th 
Matter. If it be ſo, our God whom ade ſerve i 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery Furnace, 
and he will deliver us: But if not, be it known al 
umnto thee,O King, that we will not ſerve thy gods, ll 
nor worſhip the golden Image thou haſt ſer up, al 
Dan. 3. 15, 16, 18. *Tis by this Wiſdom that 
a Man is wade ſtrong in the Lord, und in the 
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the Wiles of the Devil, Eph. 6. 10, 11. % al 
therefore, ſays St. Paul, having your Loins, ging 
about with Truth, and having on the Bre 
of Righteouſneſs ; and your Feet food with oh Eo 
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Preparation of the 


N faking the Shield of Faith „ Wherewtith ye Hall be f 
to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked: | 
take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword 
e Spirit, which is the Word of God. Pray- 


always with all Prayer and Supplication in 

—_— te 5/7, and watching thereumto with all Pere 
_—_ 7c aud Supplication for all Saints. Verſe 
is to the 18. Happy is he that is armed with this 
Pidom, which will inſtruct him to act prudently 

bi every Thing he undertakes, 
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But the Wiſdom that is from beneath, hath 
_— ſome Appearance indeed, but not the Eſſence of 
pee Widom ; but is earthiy, ſenſual, and devi- 
. This is that goodly Wiſdom, which acquain- 
ed am and Eve with the Knowledge of Good 


a Evil. Where the Fear of the Lord is not con- 


_ tially before our Eyes, the Foundation of it is 
—_— zrdy laid: Where Faith is weak, there ſhe rai- 
berſelf: Where Love grows cold, ſhe exalts 
—_—— ker, and is puſt up without Reaſon. She ſeeks 
—_—— tot what is God's; but under his Name ſhe ſeeks 
ron. She informs us, how to pleaſe God 
_ without diſpleaſing the World, to follow Chrift, . 
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a vet avoid the Croſs. Her greateſt Study is 
os to live in Eaſe and Affluence without touch- 


ing the Croſs, Tſal. 49. 19. She trembles at the 


: 1 Making of a Leaf, for Fear they ſhould be diſap- 


pointed of this their beloved Aim. As long as the 


— Kingdom of God conſiſts in Words only, ſhe is fo - 
learned, that ſhe cannot utter all ſhe has to 


but when it is to be evidenced and demon- 


ated in Power, then ſhe hath recourſe to her ma- 
bits: She cautions us (as having a heart 
ill for us) not to venture too far, for Fear 


hrowing ourlelyes into ſome Inconvenieney ; 
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of Prudence; ſhe does much Evil, that Good ma 
come of it, or under Pretence, that all doing of mn 
Good may not be hindred. But as ſoon as e 
Eight riſeth again out of Darkneſs upon G ß 
Children, and the Sun fhines upon them after H 
Night of their Tribulation, then ſhe would fain ber 
look'd upon as their beſt Friend. And indeed wheat 1 
is able to deſcribe this horrible Monſter, which 
come up out of the bottomlefs Pit. Tis true, 
muſt make Uſe of Prudence; but conſider W 
both theſe Sorts of Prudence, and judge which of 
them is to be choſen : Yea, ſet thyſelf before this 
Looking: glaſs, that thou mayſt know by which ot 
theſe Two thou haſt ſquared thy Life hitherto 
Ay too free and open a Declaration we nay u al 
der a great deal of Good, that otherwiſe mig: 
bee done, and endanger the Overturning of ala 
_ whereas by prudent Reſtraint and concealing am 
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nid, but that an underſtanding Man finds a Time 
ber Silence as well as Speaking; yet a true Chriſtian 
= ought to put his Truſt in God; not.doubting, but 
chat he will ſo far bleſs the Good that he aims at, 


chat no other good Undertaking will be hindred 


LE n If we do not continue in this ſtedſaſt Con- 


ence in God, the Devil will delude us at Plea- 


_ ſure, always repreſenting ſuch Phantoms to us, that. 
_ wil make us let go what we have in our Mouths, to 


_ catch at a Shadow. Tis Matter of Wonder, that 


- x 


chere are many, who, tho' they cannot ſo much 
as name one Man, whom they. have really con- 


verted to God by their Miniſtry, yet, for all that, 
vill not in any one Particular vigorouſly break 
=__ through, in order to the diſcharging of their Fun- 
ion after another Manner, and with more Ear-- 
= neſtneſs and Application, under the fame Pretext 
Pf fearing.to overthrow all: When in Truth they 
_— have never yet built up any Thing, that can be o- 

= verthrown. . But if a Miniſter has already done 


=_ | 7 : ® FH | 
_— ome Good, why, then he ought to think, that 
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God will yet further bleſs his Labours; and by his 


= Power ſtrengthen and confirm what he hath alrea- 


dy begun, and by his own Arm effect and accom- 
== pliſh, what hereafter will be undertaken with Faith 
= and Prayer. 7 here ſpall net any Man be able to 
au before thee all the Days of thy Life, As J 

das with Moles, ſo I will be with thee. I will. 
fail thee, nor forſake thee, ſays God to Foſpun, 
© Chap. 1. Ver, 5: And with. this Promiſe, every 
true Servant of God may bid Defiance to all the 
=. . ; becauſe the Words are ſpoke, as we ſee 

are applied by St. Paul, Heb. 13. 5. to all 
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conteſtible Truth. and Clearneſs. To him 
knows to do Good, and doth it not, to him it is St 


gracious Help and Aſſiſtance. 
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offers, wwe may promote a good Work with great 


ing Good, in order to reſerve for ſome other Times 
which thou fancies may be more favourable ? Ste 5 
Paul, ( Eph. 5. Ver. 16.) bids us redeem the Tim 
or more exactly, according to the Greek, 10 U 
11þ every Opportunity, that is, to lay hold of it 
ſoon as it offers itſelf. For when it is once pat? 


a future Uncertainty, proceeds from falfe Prudene 


Portunity to exert the true Power of Faith.  _* 
| 0 15 2 5 5 wy THY at : IV. ; E g 135 ; 55 Ws 1 
2  unaertake a Thing, without being able is 
Effet it, doth more Hurt than Good, wherefore ti 
Dee better never to begin. "Anſwer, Thou do 
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| Words of St. James, Chap. 4. Ver. 17. are ofj"_—_ 


2 
44 F<: 
" C 
5 2 

4 | 

* yy 

F I N 


couragiouſly and comfortably leave all to G 
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Me muſt hold in a little, that hen Opportunity, i 
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gin to build a Tower; But whence wilt thou prob © 


| that cannot reach it. Begin thy Work with 
Reliance upon God, and take thy FEN fro 
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Let us only follow. chis Rule, and let God th 

Care for what is to come. For this we may: 6 
ſure, that Good can be no better advanced, tha 
when one Wedge drives another, and when W 
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Force and Efficacy. Anſwer. Where has God ll 
given thee leave to let {lip an Opportunity of dos. 


you cannot regain it at any Price. And that Steal 


This Reſervation accultoms thee to Hypocriſy, a 
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ciency to cemplete thy Work: Or, if God 
r boly Reaſons ſhould not afford Succeſs to thy 
_ pious Endeavours ; yet will it be no {mall Comfort 
dio thee, that thou baſt not left it uneſſayed, and 
=_ thy Conſcience will be much more eaſy than it 
_ would have been, if, from a Miſtruſt of God's Aſ- 
ſiſtance, thou badit. never ſet upon it. Perhaps 
dd intends to prove thee, and tho' it hath not 
ſucceeded this Time, it may another. God cai 
bless thy Endeavours in the Hearts of many, in 
tirring them up to an Imitation of thy Zeal. And, 
i thou ſhouldit be diſappointed in all thy good 


- Purpoſes, by the Diſobedience and Perverſnels of 
= - 4.2 whom thou art willing to do good tow; 
W ouldſt thou therefore conclude, that thy Work 
of Love had been in vain ? Was not this the Caſe 
of Chriſt himſelf, when he was forced with Tears 
= to lament over the City, ſaying, O Jeruſaiem, Je- 
_ rofalem, hoy that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt 
em which are ſent unto. thee, how often would 
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bave gathered thy Children together, even as a 
Hen gatbereth her Chickens under her Wings, and 
—_  w/7 not; Behold your Houſe js left unto you 
_ defolare „Matth. 22.37, 38. In like Manner muſt 
eee try all Things, were it for no other Reaſon, 
chan that our Endeavours may ſtand as a Witneſs 
—_ again{t the Wicked. Examine thyſelf, whether 
=_ thy Deſire of ſucceeding and overcoming in all 
Things before the World, be. not the Effect of 
great Pride lurking in thee. Be thou fatisfied with 
die inward Victory, a true Chriſtian can never be 
_=———deprived of, which conſiſts in thy continuing, uns 
died in the Patience of Hope: And even the 


a Victory will at laſt, as the ſtopp d Cur  , 
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Ms cannot do all at once. Anfwer. Thou, 
profitable Servant, thoulaſt thou therefore bury 1 
Talent in. a Napkin ? 'Tho? thou hadſt tried a 

Manner of Ways, and couldft gain but one Soul 
after all; yet wouldſt thou have no Reaſon to 1 
pent thy Labour. God is able to do exceeding a 
bunaautly above all that we as or think, accu. 
ging to the Power that worketh in us; unto auh 
be Glory in the Church throughout ail Ages, 


World without End. Amen. Eph. z. Ver. 20, 21. 
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| rent of a River, break forth more: gloriouſly, hy 
8 Roſe muſt flouriſh under the Cros. 
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If we would but venture upon it boldly in the 4 = 


Strength of God, and lay aſide all Fear bf Man, 
We ſhould effectually experience, that God would 14 
do more for us and by us, than we could hayes 


imagined. | 
74 Vl. 


We muſt have a Care not to become the Talk of nl 
the Worli, and of getting an il} Name. As long 
as we have no cdious Name with the World, wer 
may do ſome good ; but if once an odious Name 
ed upon us, this makes all our Endeavours fo 
likewiſe. Anſwer. This is to {et Reaſon again 
Faith, Haſt thou learn'd this in the Word 
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| thers unto the Prophets. Wo unto you when all 
Men ſoall ſpeak well of you; for ſo did their 
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God? Does not Chriſt ſay, Ble(Jed are ye, when 
en fball hate you, and when they ſpall ſeparate 
Don from their Company, and ſpall reproach you 
. ang caſt out your Name as Evil, for the Sona 
Man's Sake. Rejoice ye in that Day, and leap 
Jor Joy; for behold, your Reward is great 
-  Hleaven: For in the like Manner dia their 
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rreas, on the contrary, every one of us mult 
et certainly believe, that he can do nothing at 
to the Purpoſe, as long as he refuſes to wear 
bee Badge of Chriſt. We muſt reſolutely break 
3 n all, and take up the Reproach of Chriſt, 
bebore we can expect, that the full Bleſſing of the 
== Goſpel ſhould attend our Endeavours. 
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_ no expoſing ourſelves, ſome may be won. Anſver. 
fear thou wilt only make Hypocrites like thyſelf, 


Pes are vainly puft'd up with their Knowledge of 
bie Truth. But if once thou canſt boldly and 
_—_ cheerfully break through, and evidence thy Faith 
=_—_ by *rtaking to thee the Reproach of Chriſt, then 
bers waving confdent 5 

be more embolaned to ſpeak the Mord without.” 
, Phil. 1. Ver. 14. But as long as this is not 
oe, thou wilt not be truſted by any of God's 
aal Children : For a Servant of God muſt be tried 
eee by e e 
ell. | 
e muſt not expoſe ourſelves, and let others 
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Fools us ; For how then ſhall we be in 4 
— C2470: to ediſy them? Anſwer. This is a com- 
_— mon Objection with them, who, by the Fear of 
utter themſelves to be kept back from their. 
Converſion. True it is, we ought not to do 
bing that is weak or fooliſh, I mean, that is 
wo God's Word, But it is the Devil's 
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is true Fetch of the Devil's to per- 
ien, that the Reproach of Chriſt is an Hin- 
co the Courſe of the Goſpel, by which e 
ou to make void the Croſs of Chriſt 3 


© However, by this Way of being reſerves, and 


y 3 That are aſhamed of Chriſt and his Word, and will 4 
es ſufter Perſecution for the Croſs of Chriſt, and 


wy ty Snufferings, will. 
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ions preciſely according to God's Word. He 
tis that St. Paul's Caution will do us great Service. 
Zet no Man deceive himſelf. If any Man among 
von ſeemeth to be wiſe in this World, let him be- "lu 
| core 4 Fool, that he may be wiſe. For the Miſam s:, 
of this World is Fooliſhneſs with God, 1 Cor 3. >_ 
Ver. 18, 19. We are Fools for Chriſt's Sake, 1 Cor. 
4. Ver. 10. Is it not a Shame, when the Lord f 
Glory was taken for a mad Man, and one poſleſt N 
by the Devil, that thou wouldſt be highly eſteemed =. 
of the World? By this thou giveſt Evidence a 
gainſt thyſelf, that thou doſt not belong to Chriſt, Fre = 
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geither knoweſt his Croſs; And how then Wi a: 
thou be able to rejoice in bim? It neither can nog 
muſt be otherwiſe. Thou muſt be looked upon as%m_ 


a Fool in the World, if thou wilt be a Diſciple of 
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Chriſt, it will not fail thee an Hair's Breadth, 
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—_— We muf become All to All, as &.. Paul did, 
1 Cor. 9. Ver. 22. To the Weak I became a 
ueak, that I might gain the Weak : Tam mane al K 
=_ 7hings to all Men, that I might by all Means ſave | | 
_ ſome. Anſwer. St. Paul gave ſufficient Proof of 
hharis being a cheerful and undaunted Workman, to 
whom God had not given the Spirit of Fear, but h 
che Spirit of Power, 2 Tim. 4. Ver. 7. But what M 8 | 
haſt thou to ſhew for thyſelf? Crafty and worldly- WM ©*© 
minded Courtiers have alſo learned to become All 7 
to All; but from another Principle, by other 
Means, and for quite another End than St. Paul 
did. Thou imaginelt, perhaps, that thy Aim is 
good; but does it flow in thee from the pure Bot. 
=_ tom of a tenderly compaſhonate maternal Love, as 
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it did in St. Paul On the other Hand, conſider, 
Vvbether thou canſt expreſs the bold Alacrity of St. 
Paul, who was not afraid to withſtand St. Perer 
—_— himſelf to his Face, when the Fear of Man had 
made bim play the Hypocrite, and drew others in- 
wo the ſame Diſſimulation with him, which was 
_ contrary to the Truth of the Goſpel, Gal. 2. 14. 
Ic is certainly a great Piece of Wiſdom to become 
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LVeak with the Weak, fo as not to loſe any Thing 
of our own Strength; to become All to All, and 

Vyeet be free from Hypocriſy. Examine thyſelf, whe- 
ther the innocent Dove-like Nature be in thee, or. 
=_ whether the Serpent with his feigned Prudence 


bath not corrupted and perverted thy Mind from 
the Simplicity in Chriſt. There is no Cloke, that 
more plauſibly covers the Fear of Man than this: 
_ Therefore look to it, that above all Things thou 
=_  YJiſpatch this Enemy. 15 „ 4 
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= _ The Fear of Mn. 
If ſuch as are leading Men 011d once begin ral 
| break the Ice, ſuch as Doctors, Superintenaents, 
&c. who ought to be foremoſt in all good Vuder, 
takings, are would readily follow them; but we are 
not willing to be the firſt Beginners, becauſe ii 
may be conſtrued as Pride in uss, or have ſome o- 
ther ill Name put upon it. Anſwer. Do as a 
Servant that carries the Link before his Maſter,and 
yet does not think himſelf better than his Maſter, 
The Kingdom of God comes commonly laſt tc 
them, who are firſt and greateſt in the World 
when thou art to receive thy Sallary, thou do 
| not refuſe receiving it, till thy Superintendent b 
paid firſt, but art very willing to be firft ſerve,, 
"And, ſhall the Unbelief of others keep thee backmnTY 
in thy Race? In the Kingdom of God there mu 
be no Diſpute about Precedency. When thou art _ 
convinced of the Truth, but doſt not obey i 
d God will puniſh thee, tho? thou ſhouldſt appeal t 
Pope or Emperor. Conſider alſo, that thy Crown _ 
15 will be by ſo much the more glorious, by how =». 
" much greater thy Combate hath been, in which» =. 
thou haſt overcome. 1 1 


Aut it is viſible, wbat great Diſorders ariſe s 
ana down, when People are too forward, and 40 
"not reſtrain themſelves, which is the Cauſe of ma. 
nifold Scanaals. Anſwer. It is impoſſible but 
young and -unexperienced Chriſtians will make 
fome falſe Steps, and not always act ſo wiſely as 

hey ought. Here our timorous Gentlemen pre, 
ently diſcern this Mote in their Eyes, and all the _ 

| While do not perceive the Beam in their own, 
X. Here they begin to triumph and ſay, Do bur ſea _ 
vad, Tele have expoſed fte e, Irie 
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oe been Partakers of their ane ana Re- 1 
N ch. In this Caſe, we mult give good Heed to e 
3 that Caution of our Lord; Seed rs he whoſcever Wt 


# 3 not be offended in me, Matth. 11. 6. We 44 
ought to bear with the Faults of nie, with ch 
reat Moderation and compatſionate ove : And fen 
iR we think Ourſelves to be more wiſe and more G 
knowing than they, we ſvold endeavour to re- 2 
Befrfy rhem in the Spirit of Meekneſs, car gering | Ja 
ee. leſt ace alſo be tempted, Gal. 6. 6. But 90 
Sod and the Godly. minded, look upon the” Thing me 
With other Eyes: For there i is a vaſt Difference WW at 
een a Perſon that is ſpiritually dead, and one # 
* bas obtained the Life that is from God, but be 
et is ſeized by ſome "Temptation and Weakneſs | 
z Sommon to Man, which His High-Prieſt knows 
1 er) well, ant will accordingly take Compaſſion | 
on his Infirmity. The Way of the World is al- 
Ways to ſpy Faulis in the Children of God, but will I 
ae no Notice of the Good in them. If thou wilt 
draw back, becauſe others do not what they ought, 
thou wilt never be converted. Break thou thyſelf } 
Þ through in the true Power of Faith, and ſhew o- 
thers by thy Example, how they muſt ſerve God 
In all Purity. If thou ſuffer Reproach here with 
© the Children of God, and lendeſt thy helping 
Hand to bear their Burden, then ſhalt thou Alle: 
be with them in _ Glory hereafter, 

"But we muſt not Araw down Sofferinks auen 
. Heads, or wilfully rum into them.  Auſwer., 
„Neither muſt thou be afraid of Suffering, nor flee 
u it: As long as this TED the Croſs is 
* FE Fae > Bok What it ould he. We, 
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4 as The Fear of Mau. Jo -_ 
a good Thing is not to be attained without Sue 
Wo ring, thou art abſolutely bound to take it up 
Tis better to ſuffer all Things, than to have as 
evil Conſcience : Learn what that means, He tha# 
7 WW 200w/d be my Diſciple, muſt take up his Croſs 
e 8 4aiiy, Luke 9. It is not required of thee; that; 
chou ſhouldft trouble thyſelf, when thou art to ſuf. 
d WW fer any Thing; only do thou heartily the Will of 
e WI God, all will be well. God vi] nt lay mores 
mon thee than thou art able to bear ; for he is 
- i faithful, and will not ſuffer thee to be tempred be, I \ 
c Jona thy Power. Thou repreſenteſt it to thyſelf ü 
\ more hazardous than indeed it is. Now thou art 
W afraid of Men, but do but break through and g/oris 

| jy the Lord God in thy Heart, and then they will 
be afraid of thee. „ . | 
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Ts this Proverb be intended to ſignify, that we may 
ſometimes let Odd be Even, not be over careful a. 
bout the Peace of our Conſcience, and now and 
then in our Function wink at the Faults of thoſe 
_ committed to our Charge, or otherwiſe diſſemble 
Vith them, then it is all falſe Prudence, and dire&- : 
ph contrary to the Croſs of Chriſt. It is but juſt, 1 
chat we ſhew Love and Meekneſs toward all Men; 
aud we ought more eſpecially to repreſent to our 
_— Hearers the gracious Care and Loving-kindneſs of 


= by Railing and Threatning. But at the ſame Time 
= we muſt uſe Earneſtneſs, and by all Means take 
=_ Heed, that Liberty be not made a Cloke of Mali- 
_ ce, 1 Pet. 2. 16. Unbelief and the Fear of 
Man are at the Bottom of our Heart, and with 
_ theſe. {pecious and plauſible Sayings we excuſe our- 
— elves: And tho' we are neither hot nor cold, 
but lukewarm, and thro? our Fear of Man, let all 
—_— Things ly in the greateſt Diſorder and Confuſion ; 
_ we would fain be look'd upon, as if we obſerved | 
bee golden Mean, and were careful in all Things, 
s preſerve a true Temperature and due, Modera- 
Furthermore, the prieſtly Function of Chriſtians 
but little known; and how, in vertue of the 
dee, every Believer hath not only Power, but is 
Len obliged to ſhew his Neighbour the right Way, 
_— when he fees him wander in Error or Vice. Hence 
, that thoſe, who are not engaged in the publick 
Fescching-Office, excuſe themſelves, ſhifting this 
Die from one to another, wher their Neighbour | 
LS + 2dmouilhed and reproved; which, in | 
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An Rage too ſharp is eaſily turned. Anſiver 


God, that they may be gained thereby, rather than f 


al 


9 1 Nt 
=, Ce OR I RE TI Se TIED 
"POTTED SE &dia6 
"> I Rs 
x > * " 


EE _ 


”_ 
* ov. a Z 
. 
(ens OPTIO TR" POE ak a * 9 dann * l 
8 1 b " eee 2 E n 5 n os wad 2 N 5 
gt A RR 3 hs Ca EL 8 n „„ . 
eg + P EY I'S NET; o "> ey CE Me oe 0,71 r 9 e 3 K 88 * 4 8 * * | 2 
YA 8 4 2 Y . * — „ TESTO TR [5 2 — « — 
Kh 3 > 4 4 9 3 e r 
2 WA \ * x. ITS OI BE FIDE "IR N ö 7 MEI 78 Y 
4 2 7 : L . 1% N K I . 
* 4 8 ; . 3 8 * : * 1 a * * 1 9 
n, 1 1 J q 1 3 \ Fe * . Y _—_— 
4 FL P | A * 2 . * eee by N ” 9 o 
” Wo Fe < 1 f N N 3 SOS fog } % FS 2 5 h y > 9 
2 7 * 4 | | s l 9 Co OP, SOR! oi — + % yr ne Al 
* , 1 . 0 7 1 e * 2 „ 6.8 oo b 
7 : N » *. y g 3299 797 2 „ + 0 
* 5 N — 5 
1 0 
T a LN 
+7 ' 
i 


| Truth, is nothing elſe but an hypocritical Fe 
Man, which commonly makes Poople leak analy Wl 
lows : Why, what is it to me? I am no Preach 

nor ever took the Care of Souls upon me. Tam 
none of his Tutor, nor Maſter of the Fam 
Let them look to their Duty and Charge. Yea, 
ſome that are Miniſters, think that they hawes 
found a good Excuſe for themſelves, in ſaying, Fa. 
am not his Farher-Confefſor, and tis no Bujine/s i 
of mine to take Care for his Soul. To which 
; may be added that wicked Diſtinction, which we nl 
- WH derive from Popery, whereby thoſe that are Preach-⸗- 
f WM ers, or deſigned for that Office, are called /p:7i7227 s, 

5 


* 


Alen, and the reſt of People Lay- men; whereas 
T indeed, all true Chriſtians, be they in what Stare 
WH they will, muſt be ſpiritually minded, as St. Pant me 
teacheth, 1 Cor. 3. 16. Know ye not thas ye are 
nM 7/2. Temple of God, and that the Spirit of Gon nb 
awelleth in you, and Rom. 8. 9. But ye are 
not in the Fleſo, but in the Spirit, if fo be that the ee 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now, if any H 
Haus not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of h 
and Verſe 14. For as many as are lea by the S 
rit of Goa, they are the Sons of God, But 
don't think of this, and ſcarcely know, what ih 
Name of Chriſtian imports, vis. One anointed 
with the Spirit of Chfiſt, therefore we think o 
_ ſelves ſufficiently excuſed; when we can ſay, 1 
A Laick, aud nol pirituaF Man. It is not to be 
preſſed, what horrid Miſchief this wicked Diſtigg, 
__ction is the Cauſe of, and what deep Root it ha 
taken in Mens Minds; inſomuch that the Devi _ 
himſelf could hardly have found out a better Way = 
to perſwade People, that one is not as much boung 
as another, exactly to order his Life in all Thingg_ 
according to the Rule of God's Word. Accor 
„ Ä oo OS 
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= whenever this ſpiritual prieſtly Office, commend. WW 
ed to all Chriſtians, is earneſtly preſſed and ineut. WW re 
_ . cated. Thon ſalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Neigh- WM to 
= our, and not ſuffer Sin upon him, lays God, Lev. uh d 
109. 17. not to the Teachers alone, but to all EG 
in general. Thou canſt not therefore but acknow- Wh t 
t ledge, That the Commandments were given as | ſe 
well to thee, as to Teachers; and that thou art MM d 
bound to oblerve all the Rules of Chriſt as well as Ar 
they; altho' this does not take away the particular i ei 
Duty of each in their ſeveral Stations. "oo 
—_ Every whit as abſurd and frivolous is the Excuſe | 
—_ which many alledge from ther outward State and 
Condition, when they ſay, The Place JI am in, 
—_— Yee it of me. Many will ſay, I take no De- 
abt in theſe Vanities, in rich Clothes, in Ban- 
dauerts, in Dancing, in Plays and Opera's, aud the 
e. Bur 1 miſt 40 it, my State and Quality o- 
— -: ie to it. If ſhould not do it, others 
ond rake an Opportunity to do worſe : Tis better 
—_—— fe, tpat I prevent more Wickeaneſs by my 
RR Pre/c:ce. This is one of the Fruits of our modern 
= political Chriſtianity ; but if we bring it to the 


= Standard of apoſtolical Chriſtianity, it will be moſt 
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—_—_ convincingly evident, that it is altogether incon- 
_ tent with the Truth, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
_ The World excuſes all with this wretched Shift ; 


—_ 7: r abuſus, maneas ilſus. Take away the 


: =. Abuſe of Things, but let the right Uſe conti nus. 
The true Children of God, who are crucified to 
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= the World, and the World to them, cannot find 
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bee leaſt true Uſe in theſe Things; but plainly - 
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"Th 2 "= of . 1 
ebe 55 Melts of theſe pleaſant Baits; 48 un- IF 
dex the fair Pretext, that they are Things indifte— 
rent, that may lawfully be uſed, he engageth the 
tb be his avowed Votaries. When the true Chi? 
dren of God would avoid or prevent any Evil, they 
have no need of the Devil's Rattles and Pur pet- 
ſhows; but flee to their God, and, commit t 2 - 
ſelves to his holy Direction in Faith, and Coni- 
dence of his Aſſiſtance, and by raiſing themſelves I | 
into the Patience and Long-ſuttering of God, ney _- 
endure what they cannot prevent. The 1 
the neceſſary Nouriſhment and Refreſhing of che 9 
Bodies, for no other End, but to ſpend the Strengen 
they receive thereby, in humble Acknowledgment = 
and Child-like Thankfulneſs; and to renew th 
Vigor of Soul and Body for the Service of tha = 
Neighbours. | — 
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1 of the Means whips WE may be delivered ben 
2 TOY Fear of Man. 

d * 


- 1 T HE firſt and moſt neceſſary Means to caſt of | 
N this Fear of Man, is a conſtant and earneſt 
Endeavour to free ourſelves from the moſt dang- "7H 
rous Deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts. Noi; 
is more miſchievous, or proves a greater Hindranes 
to a Man's Salvation, than that falſe Conceit, wheg 3 3 
| à Man fancieth himſelf to be already a good Chriſtie 
an, and actually in the State of Grace, and cond 
ſequently bas no more Need of Repentange; an 
2 ag 3 Conan on, to God. This hls, = 
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= dangerous Opinion is, alas! but too common] 
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iter, firſt to convince People from the Word of 
Dod, that they have not yet attained to true Con- 
veꝛrſion, and that they muſt paſs over into a quite 
different State from what they are in; if ſo be they 
deeſire to enter into the Kingdom of God. Now, 
Vben this falſe Conceit is entertained by Miniſters 
dAlſo, and they fancy themſelves already converted, 
two indeed they are not; (the greateſt Part of them 
baving never taſted and experienced in themſelves 
dhe true Converſion of the Heart to God) then 
—_— this falſe Perſwaſion proves {till more dangerous. 
Por a Miniſter is not eaſily removed from this O- 

_ pinion ; for, having taken upon him to direct others 
ii the Way to Heaven, he preſuppoſes it as a moſt 
certain Truth, that he is enlightned by the Holy 
_— Ghoſt, and that, being a ſpiritual Man, he mult 

needs have Admittance to Heaven before others. 
But becauſe he ſees but little Difference (if any at 
ill) betwixt himſelf and his Auditors, and know- - 
_ th nothing of a thorough Change of Heart, he 
takes them all for true Chriſtians, and, like a #/in7 


2 . 2 s 
1 


Pypari ſee, reproaches nothing but outward Vices, 


bis own inward Part being not yet cleanſed by the 
858 pirit of God ; and conſequenty, neither is he ac- 
aduainted with the Difference between the Lau 
che Goel, nor how to make a right Applica- 
of both, ſo as to awaken People chereb ont 
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' falſe and imaginary Faith, to a true living Faighg 
that works by Love. And by Means of theſe u 
converted and ignorant Miniſters, whole Pariſhes, __—=_w 
Cities and Countries, are confirmed in their cat* 
nal Security, Now, when God is pleaſed to ſend 
forth faithful Witneſſes of his Truth, who begin 
to awaken People out of their Sleep of Sin, them 
the Devil is very buſy to keep them Captives te 
the Fear of Man; ſo that one feareth this, another 
that, and refuſe to zriſe from their Sleep of Sin nll 
And now, the long accuſtomed carnal Security, 
joining with this Fear of Man, choaks the Truth 
of Godin the Heart, that it cannot break forth with == 
. Power. The beſt Advice that can be given to 14 
Man in this Caſe, is, That he thoroughly ſearch !, 
and enquire into his own State and Condition, c- n_ 
cording to the Word of God, that he may not de 
lade himſelf by a vain Conceit, ge always the = 
beſt of himſelf, but may come to a full Aſſurance m_ 
of the State of his Soul, the Spirit of God alſe 
bearing him Witnefs, that he is in Truth a Child 
of God. For as long as a Man is unwilling to part _ 
with his darling Self-love, and to take the Pains mn 
to ſearch into the Bottom of his Heart, it is impo& nn 
. ible for him to be rid of the Fear of Man: Nay, mel 
| he will not be able to make a right Uſe of any ll 
Means at all that may be offered him. For in this 
Caſe the Power of the Holy Ghoſt is abſolutely »_—_—_ 
neceſſary, which is obtained in our true Conyers: 
fion.to God; for otherwiſe a Man will never ge 
fo far, as in all his Actions to eye God, and din 
charge his Duty without the leaſt Fear of 
But how can this be done? No other Way, but by 


humble and continual Prayer to our infinite 
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ay learn to draw Strength out of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, to ſerve God without Fear in Holineſs and 


Febiouſneſs, which is accefrable unto him; 


7 


Luke 1. 54, 75. 


F it 


And foraſmuch as the Want of Self denial is one 
—_— of the chief Cauſes of the Fear of Man; it will be 


therefore abſolutely neceſlary, in order to our ſub- 


duing of this Vice, to endeavour aſter a rrue elf. 


genying Frame of Spirit : For as long as we fear: 
the Lois or Decay of our Honour and Eſteem in 


the World, of our Goods or Eaſe, ſo long we 
—_— hall be loth, by our cloſs following the Steps of 
—_— our Lord, to. incu. the Diſpleaſure and Dilreſpect 
of Men. But when we are once convinced, that 
—_— G0: wh Contentment is the greateſt Gain; 
_ when we ſeek no other Honour but what comes 
_— tron God, nor any Pleaſure beſides that of doing 
bis Will, we ſhall find it an eaſy Matter to over- 

come the Aw of Men, and with Undauntedneſs 


to confeſs the Truth both in Word and Deed. 
Our Saviour's Maxim is of unchangeable and indu- 


bitable Truth, Luke 14. 33. M hoſocver doth not 
_ 7c all he hath, cannot be my Diſciplie. 


1 // i ro nc 
. He that would enter into a thorough ſelf-deny- 


ig Life; and fo free himſelf from the Fear of Man, 
_ muſt often. {et before his Eyes the Vanity, and 
ben Nothingneſs of this tranſitory World. For 
_— whilſt a Man overvalues the Honour, the Riches, 
n Pleaſures of this World, it is impoſſible to deny 
_ himſelf in them: But as ſoon as he begins to _ a _ 


dat all this while he hath been in Purſuit 


* 
q A 


8 


eas 4 n 5 8 CHESS : WIR 1 88 W 
8 * . n hs dts, bs 1 8 
2 9 1 TOSS * * P 4 — * 4. 
x * ** ERS of 8 . 2 3 * 5. P23 AY 


— Gs * - - * U N 4 * 
+ 4 $4 * xt | p Pe” TY _y 
4 j , * * 7 TID # % ä 8 * r reel 
9 a nen iner n N 9 r T 8 4.9 9 2 
8 * oo ere 4 Ye oP F * R r Y 3; * c e \ it 
9 ann * R R LA 7 9 n FE) ata ö CF eg 2 2 9 
of "TX. HF £8” 8 >»; 4 : L - : : MITT 5 * 


—_ leaſed to.open the Eyes of many, to acknowledge | 
_— their own Miſery, and to turn themſelves from 
die Bottom of their Heart unto God, that ſo they 
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Tie Rar , wa 
| a idle Dream und vaniſving Shadow, he is 
ſhamed of himſelf, and looks out for ſomethitig = —_ 
more worthy. and durable. To this End, it will *_u 
be of great Uſe to imprint in our. Hearts the fol- 
lowing Texts of Scripture.: As for Man, his Days ö 
are. as gr; as 4 arts” of the Field ſo he flous 
riſheth. For the Wind paſſeth over it, aud ii 
gone, and the Place thereof ſnall know it no more, 
But the Mercy of God is from. Everlaſting to E= 
derlaſting upon them that fear him; and big © = . 
Righteouſneſs unto Childrens Children, Pal. 103 ll 
Ver. 15, 16, 17. All Fleſh is Graſs, and alk al 
he Goodlineſs thereof is as the Flower of the Fiel, 
The Er f wirhereth, the Flower fadeth, Because u 
7 1 


rhe Spiri 


Ver. 6, 7. The World paſſeth away, and be 
Ruſt thereof ; but he that doth the Will of God, 


ubideth for ever, t John 2. Ver. 1. The Rich. 
Hall paſs away as the Flower of Graſs. For the, nll 
Sun is no ſooner. riſen with a burning Heat, bus 
it withereth the Graſs, and the Flower thereof 
Jalleth, and the Grace of the Faſhion of it pri, 
Heth; [© alſo ſhall the rich Man fade away us 
his Ways. James 1. Ver. 10, 11. Whats hath 
Pride profited us? Or what good hath Riches ana." 
the vaunting Show of it brought us? All theſs | 1 
Things are paſſed away like a Shadow, aud as 
Loft rhat haſteth by ; As a Ship that paſſer over, _P 
the Waves of the. Water, which, wheit it 15 ge nl 
by, the Trace thereof cannot be found; neither r, 
the Way of the Keel in the Waves, Wildomof ll 
Solomon, Chap. 5. Ver. 8, 9, 10. What Realor 
therefore hath any one to fear Man upon the 1 8 


count of fach vain and fading Thing? JG 
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Mcoule nus Or WF. 
it wil be needful alſo to have continually before Pre 
dur Eyes the Nothingne/s and Vanity of Man him. 25 bl 
Pe, that we may not be afraid of their Terror, «4M 
=_ - either be troubled, but ſunctiſy the Lord God ini > 
dur Heart, 1 Pet. 3. Ver. 14, 16. Surely Men wi 
ef low Degree are Vanity, and Men of high De. In 
E cgrcearen Lie: To be laid in the Balance, they © 
re aliogether lighter than Vanity itſelf; that is, Be, 
= as Luther adds, He that puts his Truſt 1 Men, 8000 
will fail of his Hopes; for let them be never ſol © 
= g7ear, yer they are ſtill but as Nothing and , ani. 
I; aud, as they themſelves muſt fail, ſo they will 
Mail thoſe that expect Help from them, Pal. 62. We 
Ver. 10. Lord, make me know mine ud, and 
de Meaſtire of my Days, what Time J have to 2 
mie. Sehon, thou haſt made my Days as an . 
Hand. breadth, and mine Age ls as nothing before „ 
== Zhce: Verily every Man at his beſt State is altoge- “ 
=_ gerber Vanity. Selah. Snrely every Mau walketh 
ma 4 vain Shew: Surely they are diſduieted inf 
=_ vain; He heapeth up Rithes, and Rnoweth not Uo 
= who hail gather them, Pfal. 39. Ver. 4, 5, 6M © 
When a Man, from theſe and other Texts of 'Scrip- MW - © 
ture, duly conſidered and pondered in his Heart, is 
convinced of his own and other Mens Nothingneſs 
= and Vanity; then he will find no Cauſe to fear 
them, but will fay with David, Pal. 27. 1. | Tho 
Tord is my Light and my Salvation, Whom ſhall 
I fear? The Lord is tbe Strength of my Life, Of 
= whom ſball T then be afraid? &c. When a Man 
= comes hither, he will no more make Account of 
* . Life, nor be afraid of Men for the Maintenanes 
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Pre-eminence.of Heavenly, Diviuè ans everiaſiing 
T/ hings, will alſo not a little contribute towards an_ 
intire Conquelt over the Fear of Man. For, as by wp 
this Means our Hearts are moſt powerfully With?“ —_ 
drawn from the Love. Of temporal and earthly 1 
Things, ſa as no longer ro lock at the T hings e ml 
are viſible and teinporat, but at thoſe 20e are 1 
' tnviſible and eternal: So it will make all the nl: 
Fear and Aw we had for thoſe, who at their works —— 
can but damage us in Temporals, to vanith and 
diſappear, what we value not, neither are we afraid _ 
to 10 : But we never ceaſe valuing a Thing, e 
we get a Sight of better and more glorious Objects,. 
He that hath continually in his Eye he glos 


N . 


- 


Majeſty of the Almighty Creator. of Heaven" ain 
Earth, looks down upon Men as weak and piriful_ 
Things, how high and dazling ſoever they appea= mn. 
red to him before. Here we learn to obey the Co 
mand of our Lord ſeſus, who faith, Auth. xo mee 
28. Fear not them that kill the Body, but are lu 
not able to kill the Soul; but rather fear him who — 
27s able t0 wed both Body and Soul in Hell. He 
that is transformed into a heavenly Frame of Life, 
bath. his Converſation in Heuven, and ſets bis 
Aﬀettions on Things above, and not on Things of 
the Earth; How ſhould he fear Men, who nei- 
ther by Slight nor Might can put him by his Alti 
mate End? The Hurt Men do themſelves by di- 
ſtracting their Minds about the Concerns of this 
temporal Life, and but ſeldom or never ſufficiently =__ 
applying them to the Life Eternal, and the ineſti- 
- Mable Treaſures of it, is altogether unutterables 
it W. main Reaſon, why the primitive =_ 
_ Chriſtians were ſo far 3 from all ry 0 | 
F 2 
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= Man, that they joyfully embraced Martyrdom, and MW tot 
= Even ran to meet it; but becauſe their Minds were out 
= ped upon the future eternal Glory after this Life, kn 
= and had all the Powers of their Souls already WW 5 
na up iato iti? oe oo 

7. V; 


= . | ; | 1 | | | 
* "The faithful Champions of Chriſt have found Wh 1 
his alſo a certain and ſure Means to coriquer the th. 
Pear of Man, vis. to plunge themſelves immedi- 77 
_ ately into the Meditation of the bitter Paſſion of WM £01 
dar Lord Zeſus Chriſt, as ſoon as they found them- ſte 
ſelves under any Temptation to it. It was this An- 7:0 
—Eidote St. Peter preſcribed to Believers againſt the 6, 
Fear of Man in the firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 4. Ver. 12; de 
13. Beloved, think it not ſtrange concerning the of 
Fey Trial, which is to try you, as tho ſome MF R 
=  frange Thing happened unto you; but rejoice, ia WM A 
= esmuch as ye are Partakers of Chriſt's Sufferings, de 
Flat when his Glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be ev 
Lad alſo with exceeding Foy. And the Exhorta- F. 
= tion, Heb. 12. Ver. 3. recommends the fame Re- W  ril 
me dy to us: Conſider him that endured ſuch Con- 
rtirraaictions of Sinners againſt himſelf, leſ ye be | 
= Rrearied and Jaint in your Minas. And in the 1 
44 Chap. of the z Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he ſaith, fe 
=_ X#:aways bear about in the Body the Dying of of 
de Lord Jeſus, that the Life alſo of Feſus might Ml © 
s made manifeſt in our mortal Body. This is WM © 
dhe true prophetical and apoftolical Mind, which few W J 
= do apprehend ; but they that apprehend and have FE 
it, tread in their Footſteps, an eclare themſelves Jo 
= Servants of the living God in true Cheerfulneſs of WF #4 
Faith. They arenoz afraid of the Terror of Man, "I 
iiber are they troubled, but ſanctiſy the Lord Wl Je 
Fa in their Hearts, 1 Pet. 2. Ver. 14. O Lord of 
We help and afift us by thy mighty Power, to ateain ff V 
A %%% „ 
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out Hearts ſay, with St. Paul, We determine not 36 i 
know any Thing, ſave Feſ! us Chriſt aud him crti- 
iel, 1 Cor. 2 Ver : ., 

In this conſiſts the 2who/e Myſtery of the G, al 
avbich is the Miſaom St. Paul declared among tb 
that are perfect; yer not the Wiſdom of this ll 
World, nor of the Princes of this World, thas 
come to nonght ; but the Wiſdom of Goa in a M. 
ery, even the hidden Wiſaom which God 0raat- 
ned before the World unto our Glory, 1 Cor. 2. Ver, 
6, 7. He that begins to be a Proficient in this hid- 
den Wiſdom, will find the Fear of Man vaniſhing 

of itſelf Why do we fear Men? For no other. 

Reaſon, but becauſe we are afraid of the Croſs.” 


And wby do we fear the Croſs ? Becauſe we un« ll 
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der ſtand not the infinite Good that lyes hid in ke 1 f | 
even becauſe we do not apprehend, that ſince the 
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| to that Degree, that we may from the Bottom oat” i 
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Fall whatever is good, mult be born again, and 2, 
riſe to us through and from the Croſs. 
JJV 
More eſpecially, would it be found en ealy mb 
Thing for us to overcome the Fear of Man, if we * 
ſeriouſly conſidered, what a mighty Rewatd is an mM 
nexed to the Denial of this temporal Life ang 
Goods, and the cheerful taking up of the Cre nl 
Chriſt tells us, (Matth. 19. 29.) Every one that 

Jorſaketh Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, or Fa 

ther, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Tas, ñ 

Jor my Name's Sake, ſhall receive an Hunaredfold, _un 
and ſhall inherit everlaſting Life. Matth. 5. Ver 
TO, II, 12. Bleſſed are they that are perſecuten 
For Righteouſneſs Sake, for theirs is the Kings, 
of Heaven, Bleſſed are ye, when Men frail ne» 
e ou, and Perſecuse you, qud rail ſay ann 
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= e ff Foil againſt you failly 1 my. Sake. = 
= Rejoice and be exceeding glad, (Rejoice you in that | # Ys 
Day and leap for Foy, Luke 6. Ver. 22.) for. {dg 
rear 8 your Reward in Heaven. Plal. 126. Ver. el. 
5. 6. They that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap in Joy. 5-49 
= He that goeth forth and weeperh, bearing preci- 


B ous Sea, foals aoubtleſs come again with rejoi- Pong 
. 1 | cing, bringing His Sheaves with Hitu. 2 Cor. 4. 12 
4 „ 18. For. our light Afﬀtiftion, which iS but Fi 
for a Moment, worketh for us a far more excee; Wl Gy, 
Aing and eternal Weight of Glory; white we look ME 4: 

not at the Things that are ſeen, but at the Things 45 
that are not ſeen. And who is able to enumerate the 

all the glorious Promiſes of God, that are made to cor 
the Willing taking up the Crols of Chrilt * | 1007 

| 2 The Want alſo of duly . the fare for 
Degrees of Clarity and Glory, which ſhall be re- 475 

= vealed in the Children of God, doth not a little in : 

| 1 conduce to the detaining of Men in Subjection to Co 
3 the Fear of Man. For even the far greateſt Part big 
1 Ok. Men are ſunk into ſo much Ignorance, that ter! 
they ſcarcely remember ever to have heard of it: eh 
= Whereas, if they lived in the Knowledge and Belief 25, 

= ofit, they would with much more Eaſe rid them- of . 
1 ſelves of this {laviſh Fear. Of this Moſes had a {err 
Vie, when he eſteemed the Reproach of Chriſt, © Go 
Far greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt; "Told 


F for he hadReſpett unto the Recompence f the Re- for 
ward. Wherefore alſo be forſook Egypt, not fea- 8 
ring the Wrath of the King, Heb. 11. 26, 27. 28. 


= Thoſe Believers alſo mentioned Heb. II. 35. had 557 
| b the ſame Object before them, <vho 2001/4 not ac- Ml Ho 
1 . " cept of "hs wn that they might obtain 4 bet- nor 
#8 Reſurreftion. What can be conceived more : ſha, 
87 Seo gab — be 2 Bride of the Lambs, which 0 
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fands at his Right-Hand in Gold of Ophir ? H 
45. 10. A Glory never aſſigned to any of the A, 
gels themſelves. This moſt precious Gold is no= 
thing elſe but our Faith, which after we have been 
| - exerciſed here in Heavineſs for 4 Seaſon,” through 
"manifold Temptations, being much more precious 

than the Gold that periſpeth, which is tried tm the. 
Fire, may be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, ans 
| "Glory, at the Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet, 
| +2. 6, 7. None therefore can artive at the Glory 8 

of being called zhe Dove an# Bride of Chrift, bur 
they that pafs this Trial of the Crofs, and ovet- = 
come all in Jefus Chriſt. For to him that overs 
* cometh, ſaith he himſelf, 2 I grant to ſit with 


i - 
5 
a 
' 
3 . 


me in my Throne, even as I alſo evercame, ani am 
ſet down with my Father in his Throne, Rev. 
21. To be made wholly conformable to Chriſt, 
in his Croſs and Sufferings, is the moſt glorious ⁵⁶ 
Conformity, the Conſequence whereof will be ts > 
bigheſt Conformity with him in his Glory ande? 


ternal Clarity. He that hath this imprinted in his 
Mind, ſpeaks heartily with St. Pani, Rom. $, ny 
35,—=39. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the L _ 

F Chriſt: Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Per, 
ſecution, or Famine, or  Nakeaneſs, or Peril, or 
"Sword ?. (As it is written, For thy Sake we are kits _ 
ted all the Day long, we are acconnted as Sheep 
for the Slaughter : ) Nay, in all theſe Things wwe 
are more than Contuerors, through him that loved 
ts. For I am perſwaaed, that neither | Death, © 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, no, 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to comes, 
nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ⁊/ÿwü 
Hall be able to ſeparate us from. the Love ef God 
Abel is in Chi 7eſus our Zord, 
) 8 
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pondred by us, 


b oſtexpreſled Couragiouſnels of Faith, ought 
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Neither is the frequent repreſenting to outſebues, 
= of roſe conragions and faithful Champions of * 
= Chr:ift, mentioned in the Scriprure, as well as other 
= Hiſtories, of leſs Avail towards the ſtrengthning of 
= our Faith. This was the Way St. Paul took to | 
eite the Hebrews, who were weak in Faith, in 
be 11 Chapter of his Epiſtle to them, which be- 
= ng an excellent Abſtract of the; whole Old Tefta- | 
mit, ought to be more eſpecially pondre 
applied for the ſtrengthning of our Faith in all 
=_— outward and inward Temptations. St. Paul alſo 
takes Notice, in his Epiſtle to the Philippiaus, 
Chap. 1. Ver. 14. 2. hat many of the Breibren 
=_ Waxing conſident by his Bonds, had been much 
=_ more bold to ſpeak the Word without Fear. The 
= Hiſtories likewiſe of the primitive as well as later 
= Martyrs, were they more attentively conſidered, | 
= would contribute much towards our Attainment 
ol the true Cheerfulneſs of Faith. Martin Luther 
gave this Advice to his Friend Jerome Weller, 
=_— when he ſaw him ſorrowful and much dejected, 
= which moved him to make a Collection out of the 
= Hiftories of the Martyrs for his own Uſe and Edi. 
= fication, as appears from his {mall Treatiſe, printed 
in the Year 1697, and reprinted Anno 1700, un- 
deer the Title of he School of the Croſs, Neither 
mee the modern Perſecutions leſs remarkable than 
= thoſe of Old, and it is a Blame-worthy Negligence 
nnd Want of Love, that they are fo little minded. 
=_— What 2rov/or and others have written concer- 
ding the late Perſecutions in France, may prove 
very beneficial and improving to an underſtanding 
eder. More eſpecially the Example of Luther, 
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ring of all Fear of Man, if not to others, at leaſt t 
them that call themſelves after his Name. 
But foraſmuch as the Strength of Man is not ſuf⸗ 1 
ficient to bring this about, it is neceſſary for eur = 
one to apply himſelf to God in earneſt Prayer? 
that he would. be pleaſed graciouſly to vouchſafe* = 

unto him his holy Spirit, which is hf a Spirit 3 nl 
Fear, but of Power, and of Love, and: -__ 
found Mind, 2 Tim. 1. 7. And this is not of us; nl 
but he free Gift of God, which Gift he is: moſß al 
ready to impart to thoſe that pray for it. Let u nl 
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ask therefore, that we may receive. Neither muſ: 


we only pray for this Gift, but more eſpeciallj c“ 
ſuch Times, when we are called forth to act any 
Thing that requires the Power of Faith, we ough& Rm 
to do nothing according to our own Conceit an _—_ 
Apprehenſion, but in the fir{t Place lay it oper: | 
before God in Prayer; and then ſet upon it arme 
and well-appointed with he whole: Armour oy. 
God.” Above all, ſaith St: Pant, Eph. 6. 165 174 
18. taking the Shiel4 of Faith, wherewith ge 
ſhall be able to quench all the fiery Darts f 
Wicked and take the Helmet of Salvation, and 
the Sword of the, Spirit, which is the Word of _— 
Gp. Praying always with all Prayer and Sup 
plication in the Spirit; and watching therenna 
with all Perſeverance and Snpplication for Alt = | 
Saints. Of this we have a notable - Inſtance "mw 

Jacob, Gen. 42: how refolutely he 2ore/t/ea M bil 

God, when he was afraid of his Brother Eſau. U 
us therefore in like Manner wreſtle with God, and 
the Fear of Man will ſoon vaniſh, and we ſhall ver 
bleſſed with Jacob, and ſo become the true I 
%%% 
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=” with great Caution and Circumſpection, for fear of 
being involved in their Fearfulneſs. There are 
many that take Courage in God to undertake this 
or the other Thing in Faith; but whilſt they do 
not, with St. Paw, ſet about it immediately with- 
Out conferring with Fleſh and Blood, when he was 
= to preach Chriſt among the Heathen but firſt take 
the Advice of this or another Friend, who repre- 
ſent the Thing doubtful and hazardous, they quit 
their Deſign, and ſtifle the Gift of God that was 
in them. Indeed it is not to be expreſſed, how 
much Good by this Means is hindred, ſtifled, and 
lleſt undone. It is Praiſe-worthy not to rely too 
much upon our own Prudence, but to take the 
E = Advice of ex perienced Perſons alſo into Conſidera- 
tion: But withal we muſt be wiſe and prudent, leſt 
Ver fall into the other Extreme, of being toſſed and. 
=_ rocked with every Wind of Doftrine ; for it is 4 
good Thing that the Heart be eſtabliſbed. Which 
Stability indeed is obtained by Faith, but it is eaſily 
oſt again by the Talk of thoſe, that have but little 
= Faith, as appears in the Inſtance of the Children 
dpf /ae/ mentioned Vol. 13. 32. and 14. 1. 
= Becauſe the Apoſtles of our Lord were ſo ſenſible 
ef the great Damage, which accrues to Men by 
ei conferring with Fleſh and Blood, they them- | 
dees did not only carefully avoid it (Gal. 1. 16.) 
ut warned others alle againſt it; and tho Ger 
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The Fear of Man. "65 
were not wanting to ſet before them & e Clou# 1 
of Witneſſes, by whoſe Example they might be e 
fectually excited to a cheerful and couragious Faithg 
yet they chiefly pointed them to Chriſt » 45 the Be. 
inner and Finiſber of our Faith, Heb. 12. 2, 
nd And it is very emphatical, What he adds, Ver. 3 
* 1 i Conſider him that endured ſuch Contradiftion of i 
of Sinners againſt himſelf, teſt ye be wearzea ans 
Faint in your Minds. Where the Meaning of the ll 
his Word in the Greek Text is properly this, nale & ä 
do W Compariſon, viz. betwixt that which Chriſt hath” 
h ſuffered, and what ye ſuffer; conſider what a Pro- 
25 portion and Analogy there is betwixt theſe two. 
ke W For ſure it is, in caſe you reſolve to be his true 
Followers, you mult reſiſt unto Blood, ſtriving a- 
ut gainſt Sin. This was it that fo powerfully encou- 
40 Wl raged and ſtrengthned St. Paul to expoſe himſelf 
co all Manner of Sufferings for the Name of Chriſt, 
d WF without any regard to the Fear of Man. For the 
Oo Mark he had always in his Eye, was, Zo know me 
Wl Cyrift and the Power of his Reſurrettion, aus 
he Fellowſhip of his Sufferings, being made cou 
ſt formable unto his Death; if by any Means ke 
4 might attain unto the Reſurreftion of the Dean, 
4 Phil. 3. 10, 11. And 2 Tim. 2. 8, 9. he fait, 
s Remember that Feſus Chriſt, of the Seed of Davida _ 
e 
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vas raiſed from the Dead according to my Goſpel = _ 
Whereinz I ſuffer Trouble as an Evil-4oer, ever ll 
unto Bonds; but the Word of God ts not bound. 
And St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. 2. 20, 21. from the ſame _ 
Ground, faith, I, hen ye do well, and ſuffer for nl 
it, ye take it patientiy, this is accepiable nwith- 
Cod: For even hereunto were ye. called; becauſe li 
_ Chriſt -alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Exams 
le, that we. ſhould. follow: his Steps. Thus , 
les alſa eſteemes 1þ6. Reprogch of Chriſt greater 1 
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= Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt 


= : By Faith 
eorſock Egypt, not fearing the Wrath of the 
=_ Kg ; for he endured, as ſeeing him who ts invi. 
ie, Heb. 11. 26, 2). Chriſt himſelf likewiſe 
=_— giveth the ſame Inſtruction to his Diſciples, John 
_ 25. 18. /f :he World hate you, ye know that it 
Date me before it hated you: And Ver. 20. Re- 
membęr the Word that I faid unto you ; The Ser- 
[ 1 want is not greater than the Lord. If they have 
Perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecure you If 
bey have kept my Saying, they will keep yours 


_ Example aud Image of Chriſt, and know al- 
ea, that he cannot be happier in this World, 
an when he cometh up to the neareſt Confor- | 
_— mity with the Image of his ſuffering and crucified 

1 Fele And, if his Love to Chriſt be ſincere, it Will 
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©3052, - (0 Fear of, 
for the Goſpel's Sake. An 


numerates thoſe ſeven Calamities, which may ha 


pen to a true Child of God, Rom. 8. 35. 


hall ſeparate us from the Love of Goa H 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or f, 
mine, or. Nakeaneſs, or Peril, ar Sword? And 


to ſeparate us from the Love of God, which ig 


Fric of Chriſt Jeſus will fill up the Room it h 
there, and make us grow in Strength, comfort a 
encourage us in all our Combates, and afford ug. 
continual Victory. 
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Now, foraſmuch as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is he, 
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' hereupon he adds, Ver. 37. Nay, in all u 

Things we are more thin Conquerors through i 
that loved us. Neither dath he ſtop here, but ex- 
preſſeth the undaunted Cheerfulneſs of his Heart i 
Chriſt yet more emphatically,” Ver. 38, 39. For 4” 
am perſwated, that neither Death nor 1.ife, wor" 
Angels, nor Priucipalitießs, nor Powers,” nor. 
Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height,” 
20r Depth, nor any other Creature, all be able. 
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Chriſt ꝓeſus our Lord. Let us, dear Brethren, i 
like Manner, as the Firſt-fruits of the Lord, prep̃ 
in Spirit into the living and powerful Fellowthipz 
of Chriſt Jeſus; ſo that we ma tive no more, but 
that be may live in us, and the Life which mel 
nad hive in the Fleſu, we may live by the Faith af 

the Son of God, who loved us, and gave hi 
For us, Gal. 2. 20. Thus all Fear of Man wal 
ſoon vaniſh out of our Hearts, and the joyful Spin: 
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that moſt certainly can deliver us from all Fear of 


Man, and clothe us with his Power, ſo. as H 
tho' we be aſſaulted by it, yet we ſhall no 
ſtanding get the Victory over it: 80 nome; cant 
teach us better, how, and by what Means wean 1 
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of, and to rely upon this his Promiſe, and with a 
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"Nicodemus - O. 


rive and fight againſt the Temptations of this 


= 
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that is plagued with the Fear of Man, will find a 


molt ettectual Medicine againſt it in the 13, 14, 15, 


16, and 17 Chapters of St. Johu⁰s Goſpel : If we 


would but read and conſider them with due Appli- 
cation, accompanied with hearty Prayer and Sup- 
plication to God. Now che principal Point in- 


_— lifted upon in theſe Chapters, is Chriſt's Promiſe. 
J /e:4::g the Holy Ghoſt to bis Diſciples, whom 


$1=.y 1 - 8 


alſo he calleth the Comforter; becauſe he drives all 


= Pear of Man out of the Heart, filling and over- 
going the ſame with a Stream of Life and 


Power (which no rational Grounds of Comfort 
can aftord, tho* they may convince our Under- 


_ fanding.) Therefore he, that would be a Diſci- 
pile of Chriſt in Truth and good Earneſt, hath no- 


thing elſe to do, but with full Aſſurance to accept 


filial Freedom and Confidence pray to Chriſt, that 


Afiittions of the a according to the Power 
Es St. Peter allo teſtifies, 1 Epiſt. 4. 1 3, 14. 
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that when ve are Partakers of Chrift's Sufferings, 
and willingly bear Reproach for his Name's Sake, 
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And ſince Cbrift himſelf draws ſo near unto” Man 
in his Sufferings, that he thereby becometh 4 Ta 
bernacle or Habitation of Goa, upon which hs 
Glory of God reſteth, yea, which is filled with the u_ 
Spirit of Glory and of God, ſhould he not be po ,] - 
erfully moved thereby, when he lyes under th 
Temptation of the Fear of Man, willingly to giye 
up himſelf to the Croſs, as believing; that the _ 
Power of Feſus Chriſt will be perfetted in hi 
' Weakneſs, And what a ſurpaſſing Comfort is it, 
that the ſame Holy Spirit alſo helperh our Ini: 
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terceſſion for us, with Grones that canuot be unte, 
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the holy Trinity, . to us by Chriſt, 3 =_ 


the Heart of God taketh in them that 
their Comfort and Help from him, truſting i 
alone! How eaſy would it be for us then to get i 
of the Fear of Man, and even bluſh for Shame, that nl 
we had ever been diverted by it from any good U 
 dertaking *? r 
Would we be further informed, with what e 
traordinary Earneſtneſs the Apoſtles endeavoum Rl 
to free every One, that named the Name of Chriſt; =_—_ 
from the Fear of Man; or would we Khow, where 


ey armed themlſelyes, as good'So 
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Chriſt, againſt all Aſaults from within and with- 
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2 5 we 
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se Epheſians, from the 10 to the 20 Verſe, 


follow the good Advice which St. Saul giveth 
therein; then, without Doubt, this Enemy, the 


—_ wards we ſhall be in a Readineſs to cut down with 


_ the Name of the Lord. Finally, (faith be) my 
—_ ?zre:hre, be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the Power 
eis Might. Put on the whole Armour of God, 
pe may be able to ſtand againſt the Miles of the 


_ 7 zi: Principalities, agaiuſt Powers, againſt 
_—_ 7: Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt 
iritual Mickedneſs in high Places. Wherefore 
_ ke to you the whole Armour of Goa, that ye 
be ab/e to withſtand in the evil Day, and 


i you will in nowiſe be able to obtain by hu- 
eke: Sand therefore, and be hot of the Num- 
of thoſe that give Way for Fear ef their Ene- 


= Th. ir. 5. That'the Knowledge of the Truth, 


Heart and Mind, your Words, Works, and Aﬀe- 
ns, within the right Bounds; that ye loſe not. 
eur Raiment, and the Shame of your Nakedneſs 
not appear: And having an the Breaſt-flate of 
_ ze 7e5, to keep your Breaſt and Heart from 


_— Soul, 77. 59. 17. i your Fret fhod with the 
that is, the forward ' Readineſs and 


et tube Spirit, of the Goſpel of Pence, | 
Faith, | 
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Pot, Net u, read the s Chapter of St. Paul's Epi. 


err of Man, will firſt be conquered, and alter- 


be fame Weapons all the reſt of our Enemies in 


Devil. For we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, 


Paving done all to ſtand; and gain the Victory, 


Weapons, viz. natural Wit, Learning, and 


mics; having your Loins girt about with Truth, 


lich is according to Godlineſs, may keep your 


gil unjuſt Things, giving them no Inlet into youf 
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P. up On 
as Abraham did, Ger. 15.16. And David, Pal. 
91. 4, 5. Wherewith ye foall be able to quench\als 

the fiery Darts of the Wicked: And ſo, not o 
the Fear of Man, but of all the Devils in Hell alſoz* 
And take the Helmet of Salvation, IIa. $9. 1 al 
1 Theſl. 5. 8. and the Sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God. Heb. 4. 21. Rev. 1. 16: a&__ 
Chrift himſelf did, Matth. 4. 4, &c. Praying, at» 
ways with all Prayer and Supplication in ths 
Spirit. John 4. 23, 24. and watching thereuntt. al 
Matth. 26. 41. wirh all Perſeverance, and Supplis 
cation for all Saints ; and for me alſo, that Unis 
rauce may be given unto me, that I may opts nel 
my Mouth boldly, without any Fear, of Man, eV. _uw 
then, when my Life is thereby expoſed to app nn 
rent Danger: To make known the Myſtery ; 725 1 
Goſpel ; not to hide it under a Buſhel for Fear ,, 
| Men: For which I am an Ambaſſador in Bons 
that therein I may ſpeak boldly as I ought 0m 
ſpeak, without being bafled or daſh'd by the A 
of preſent Death: Is not the <v/ole Srore-Horlſe bj; nl 
divine Ammunition opened to us in theſe Words a - 
and the whole Armour of God preſented to us, nobel 
merely to gaze upon them, but to lay hold of, a 
to put them on; if we would not with Horror 1 
member the Words of the Holy Ghoſt ? Rev. «#3 nl 
7, 8. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all This & 
and I will be his God, and he hall be my Son. Bur 
the Fearful and Unbelieving —— ſhall have thei 
Hart in the L ake which burneth with Fire ant; 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death. O dreadful _ 
Sentence pronounced againſt the Fear of Man $a 
which yet too commonly is looked upon as a ver; 
{mall Sin. Neither need we wonder at the f 
ment aſſigned: to this Sin, if we gall to Minds what] 
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chief ic cauſeth, and the great Good that is 
= hindred by it. „ ä ; 
Io this Purpoſe alſo we ſhould call to mind the 
Doctrine of the royal Prieſthood of Chriſtians, of 
—_— whereof we meet with ſuch glorious Declarations Wl th 
in the Scripture,and in particular that of St. Peter, Wn 
—_ : Epiſtle Chap. 2. 9; 10. Le are a choſen Gene- hi 
ation, a royal Prieſt hood, a holy Nation, a Fry ” 
raiſe 
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| with all the eu romiſes of God with full A 
Rane, no leſs than 1/7ac/ after theeFleſh. Ana es 
now, to what Purpoſe did God, in the foreſaic _ 
Place, make this moſt comfortable Declaration to ti 
Iſraelites ? Was it not that he might drive all Fe 
of Man from their Hearts, and to aſſure them, 
that none, how powerful ſoever, ſhould be able t 
hurt them, as long as they continued faithful t 
his Covenant, not by Profeſſion only, but in Deed mw 
and in Truth, and yielded filial Obedience to his 


- 


Commands? As they had ſeen with their own 


Eyes, how that all the Power of the Egyptian 1 4 | 
was confounded before them; and therefore repre 
ſents to them their high Eſtate and Nobility, tha 


they are 4 pr 1e(tty Kingdom, aud Holy People. _— 


0 


Which Promiſe alſo he made good to them indeed 3 
for tho' his People were the leaſt of all Nations; _ 
yet none were able to reſiſt them, as long as they 
continued in his Ways. And hath moreover e 
denced by many Inſtances, that the whole World 
cannot hurt a Man that relies upon this his Pr 
miſe. For he that truſts in God, doth 4y ii 
Faith unite himſelf to that Degree, with ape 
. Power of rhe living God, and Creater of He] ] 
and Earth, and thereby he becomes much trug 
than the whole World, whether viſible or ini 
This precious Promiſe of God, concerning ů , 
royal Prieſthood of the Saints, was confirmed att 
5 ſealed by the Death, and in the Blood of the San 
/ of God, Rev. 1. 5, 6. Feſus Chriſt, the fai 
 Witnefs, and the Firſt-begotten of the Dead, ans 
the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, hath, loueag nn 
_ 215, and waſhed us from our Sins in his tn 
and hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto G 
his Father. To him be Glory and Domini for 
ever and ever, Ames. But, who is it that given 
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bia the Glory due unto him, but he that demon- 
tes himſelf to be one of theſe roya7 Prieſts, by 
= caſting off all the Fear of Man, and fighting the 


K > 
* = 


© good Fight, u,, lagefully, according to the, 
BK Rules of Combates, that having finiſped his Courſe, 
= and kept the Faith, he may obtain the Crown of 
—_ Rho neſs from the Hand of his God, 2 Tim. 
. 5. Chap. 4. 7, 8. Does not St. Pau deny this 
= 8 Crown even to them that ſtrive, and fo 
deem in ſome Sort to conquer the Fear of Man, 
not laaofully? It is therefore neceſſary to break 
== through in Faith, and to give to God the Things 
dat are bis, and to Cæſar the Things that are 
= Czſar's. A divided Heart is not at all acceptable 
= unto God; and tho? he ſeems often to bear with it 
min Patience, yet no Body ought to abuſe the di- 
= vine Forbearance for a Cloke of his Sloth, Negli- 
_ gence, and Want of Faith; but rather be the more Lori 
_—_ awakned and excited thereby, to break through arm 
—_— 2! Difficulties, in true Cheerfulneſs of Faith, which as he 
Dod is willing to give to all without Reſpect of CUE 
_ Perſons. For what other Reaſon has he given ſuch Ver. 
=_ 8 and precious Promiſes to Men, but to teſtify, may 
bow carneſtly he defires, that thoſe, who hear WM Mol 
i read them, might thereby be made Partakers; Von 
be divine Nature, which has no Fellowſhip at IM *h¹h&ë 
with the Fear of Man? „„ *˙wgf F011 
ol! how ſenſible ſhall we be at that Day, of the tinu 
ble Effects of this Sin, when we ſhall per- hon 
eie, what a glorious Crown, what an heavenly 7:01; 
=_—_ Kingdom, and unſpeakable Glory we have Joſt c 

Let every one therefore rouze himſelf, that in 

bis holy Baptiſm hath renounced the Devil and all 

Works, and has given up and dedicated him- 

ebe Service of the Lord of Hoſts, and ſeri- 
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. Fear of Ma „, 
ouſly conſider, with how holy and high a Majeſty, __ 
with how great a Monarch, (who indeed W H 
only Potentate) he hath entruſted his Soul ang = 
Body, to the End he may rid himſelf of this oo, =. 
and unreaſonable Fear of Man, and no more fear 
them, which kill the Body, but are not able 10 al 
kill the Soul But rather fear him, which i, 
able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, Matt,, 
10. Ver. 28. Let him think with himſelf, that he ll 
is not only fecure under the Protection of ſo great 
a King: For he that awelleth in the ſecret Finge nu 
of rhe moſt High, and abides under the Shagow. 
of the Almighty, faith of the Lord; He 15 my H 
fuge, and my Fortreſs; My Gea, in him wil 
truſt. Pſal. 91. Ver. x, 2. But let him alſo duly 
conſider, that he is not to fight this Combate by 
his own Strength, but that %e Captain of rhe 
Lord's Hoſts will deliver his own Sword to hin, 
arm him with his own Power, and encourage hin 
as he did Foſhua, Jolh. 1. Ver. 5, 6, 7, 8. Tul 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee: (Heb. 13. ¼ 
Ver. 5.) Be ſtrong and of good Courage, that thau 
mayſt obſerve to do according to all the Law which —_—_ 
Moles ny Servant commanded thee: Turn nos é 
from it t0 the right Hand or to the left, that thow 
mayſt proſper whitherſoever thou goeſt. For then al 
thou ſhalt make thy Ways proſperous (if thou con-. 
tinueſt in the keeping of my Words) and them 
thou ſhalt have good Succeſs. Have not I comms. 
manded thee ?. Be ſtrong and of good Courage, be. al 
abt afraid, neither be thou diſmayed, for the __ 
Lora thy God is with thee, whitherſoever thou 
goeſt., Theſe Words were ſpoken in particular 8?“ 
Folbua, who, as a Type of Chriſt, was to conquer. al 
he Land of Promiſe, and put the Children 
Jrael in Follſion of ir: Bur in as mach 
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St. Paul allo alledgeth them as a general Promiſe, 


"Heb. x3. 3. 1 8 
| {ider, that the 


. Laſtly, Let every one of us CO 
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only Way for us to ſecure to ourſelves zhe Pre- 


eminence of this reyal Prieſthood, is to fight man- 


r r Fae lr 


8 


Lie, come Death, prels thorough to him: So 
= and reach forth unto thoſe Things which are be- 
fore, preſſing towards the Mark for the Prize of 
The high Calling of God in Chriſt-Feſus, Phil. 3, 


XVII. 


lla a Word, All holy Writ from the Beginning 
the Ena, nay, even Heaven and Earth, ani 
be Creatures of God, woul7 prove happy 
ans to rid us of the Fear of Man, could we be- 
dalla aud conſider them with a believing Heart. 
— Does not our Saviour upbraid and reproach our! 


5 =. : 
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fooliſh Fear of Man, by ſending us to the Spar- 
rows for better Information? Matth. 10. Ver. 29. 


mere not tuo Sparrows ſold for a Farthing ? and 


one of them ſnail not fall to the Ground without 
pour Father. Nay, he directs us to the very Hairs 
c our Heaa, laying, But the very Hairs of your 


Had are all numbred; and from thence infers, 


Ver. 31. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more 
Value than many Sparrows. He takes the Graſs 


7 77 
ab. 6. Ver. 30. and all this to expoſe our wy 
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fully the Battles of the Lord of Hoſts, and, come 
Mall we forget rhoſe Things which are behind, 


of rhe Field to witneſs: againſt our little Faith, W- af 
his] 


._ -  Atcodemus* Or, W- 

= the Duty of every one of us to overcome the a 

World by Faith, and to take Poſſeſſion of the true 
Canaan, they as truly concern and are addreſt to 

us; and therefore we ought firmly to believe, that 

© theſe Words are ſpoken to every one of us, as 

well as to Jh himſelf, And for this Reaſon, 
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| couragious ſoever his Nature may be) be renewed” 


| Power to thofe that are gathered together in his _ 
| Name, Matth. 18. to ſtir up the Gift of G ll 


| without Intermiſſion (as St. Paul exhorts his 


"God affords him Opportunity; becauſe nothing 
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rible Unbelief to Shame and Confuſion, and to re= 

preſent to us in a clear Light, that a Man by aii 
becomes the moſt glorious ; as by Unbeltef rhe moſs 
baſe and miſerable of all Creatures. -_ 


VIII _— 
But becauſe the Heart of Man is ſo deeply funk mm. 
into Atheiſm and Denial of God: (For what is the 


Fear of Man, but a denying of that Majeſty, which 1 | 


alone can defend and preſerve us, ſo as that, even» 


- >» 
* = LH 


in Death itſelf, nothing can hurt us ?) Therefore ll 
it is highly neceſſary, that a Man (how bold and; ml 


in the Spirit of his Mind, Eph. 4. 23. and daily = 
take his Nouriſhment from the Word of God 
Stir up himſelf in Prayer, and ſtrengthen himſelf —_ 
with the Company of other true and faithful Chri- 
ſtians, if it may be; ſince Chriſt himfelt has pro- 
miſed to be among, and to impart his Bleſſing and 


that is, the Child-like cheerful Spirit always and _ 


Timothy 2 Epiſt. Chap. 1. Ver. 6.) even as a Fire aw 
by conſtant blowing is kept up to a Flame; to preſs 
to ſtronger Degrees of Faith; by pondering the 
precious Promiſes of God; continually. to exerciſe 
his Love to his Neighbour, to the uttermoſt of his 
Power, with all Singleneſs of Heart, 'whenever 


conduceth more to the Growth and Increaſe of 
Faith, than continual Everciſe. If he perceives. al 
himſelf to be naturally inclin'd to Baſhfulneſs and 
Fearfulneſs, let him with the greater Earneſtnels 


aſſault this. Enemy, and above all Things make e E 


1 


bis Buſineſs to keep a good and.unblameable Cons nes 
| Kience, that his natural Feartulnels may not grow ! 
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upon him, when his Sword is broken, and he muſt Pait 
= Juffter others to caſt this or the other Miſdemeanor 
n his Teeth; that he have a Care in the Beginning, 
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not to make himſelf a Slave of other Men; eſpeci- 


*# ally of them that are in high Places, and who can EEE 


eaſily frighten him through their Power and Au- 
thority, but behave himſelf always as a faithful Ser- 


of God his End in all he does or leaves undone, 
= diligently ſearching himſelf, that this Mark be not 
removed by the Subtilty of the Serpent, or 1ing/ed 
With wrong Intentions. For, tho” God be fo faith- 
ful, as not to ſuffer us to be tempted beyond what 
L we are able to bear 395 yet withal, he hath placed 


tio this End hath himſelf put Weapons into our 
Hands; to the End we may not be negligent and 
= flothful, but unweariedly fight it out, and make 
the belt Uſe of our ſpiritual] Weapons: And when- 
= ever we perceive a Failure, to amend the fame 
5 . not caſting away our Confidence, but 


_ Combates and Aſſaults; (J. 4. Ver. 10.) and 
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vant of God, ini all Humility and Diſcretion, And, 0 
if, in the Beginning, he have perhaps fallen ſhort, 


and been wavering, yet afterwards he may the 70 
more encourage himſelf in God, thenceforward to 2 
obey him more than Men, not ſuffering himſelf WF 4 

any more to be diverted from this kingly Reſoluti- WM. 

on and Courage, either by Force or Subtilty; but "I 
= continually lifting up his Head in Chriſt, tho“ it | 
were under the hardeſt Combate, and continual 


great Poverty of Spirit: That he nate the Glory 


21s here in a State of Warfare and Fighting; and 


ontinue Faithful unto the End. Bleſſed is he 


, 


oct thus holds out, and ſtands his Ground in all 


oy 


2 then when 'the Enemy. cries, I have prevai- 
led againſt him: For be hail go from Faith to 
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1 I Fear + of . 1 1 
Faith, = Strength to Srengeh, 4 cy 1 L 
= overcome 4: eri all in and 2 Chrift.” 3 
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CHAP. VI. N 3 1 || 
of Chriftien Diſeretion, Wi ons and Peng, 4 
zo be obſerved in the Exerciſe of tne Cheerfuls 6 $ 
neſs and Foy in Believing, and that we m al 
e or IRR Faith and Ralbneſs. 111 


T. „ | 
114 H A T: bath ben alledged i in Men = | 
Chapter from the Word of God, concerris ll 
ing the proper Means to get rid of the Feat of” = 
Man, and to attain to a true Chriſtian Boldneſ ol 
Faith, might be thought ſufficient : But foraſmuen 
as Fleſh and Blood is commonly inclin'd either ta 
exceed or fall ſhort in Matter of Duty; ſo it may.” 
eaſily happen, that whilſt a Man endeavours ta 
void the Fear of Man, he may fall into the conti 
ry Vices of Raſone/s, Preſumprion, Inconſi Herates : 
neſs, and other ſuch like, deſpiſing others in his: = 
Heart, who perhaps do not Half the Miſchief 
their Baſhfulneſs and Fearfulneſs, as he dothy! by. = 
his indiſcreet Overforwardneſs and Boldneſs, wies 
produce . nothing but monſtrous and untimely - 
Births : Wherefore it will be neceſſary for exe, 
one ro be upon his Guard, that he may, bye 
Grace and Spirit of God, be taught to kept 
middle Way, be poſſeſt of true Cheerfulneſs o& 
Faith, and not lens himſelf vt CY mere Fb = 
| tors or a vain „Sonst of it. ER 4 
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Wherefore we are before all Things to conſider, 
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E - Repentance for its Ground and Foundation; fo 
neither can there be any true Boldnels of Faith, un- 
bes 2 Man have paſſed through a true Proceſs of 
=_ Reperiance, and exerciſe himſelf daily in it. For 
== 2 cheerful and undaunted Faith is no ſuch bold un- 
governed Raßoneß, as is found in a wild Soldier ; 
but it is the Fear of God, which, having taken Poſ- 
_ for of the Heart, does expel the Fear of Man; 
and where the Spirit of Man is truly humbled and 
broken under the mighty Hand of God, there the 
x =_— Power and Spirit of God dwells and exerts itſelf 
_ ron that there is no Room leſt for the 
Fi 
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bimſelf. There is nothing to be done without true 
Repehtance, and where that is paſt over; it is to 
no Purpoſe for a Man to exalt himſelf. Whatſoe- 


Leer wants à rue divine Bottom, cannot laſt long, 
et the outward Appearance of it be never fo 


1 


—_ -oodly. 
_— Thetrue Cheerfulneſs of Faith is this, 2vhe onr 
_— Fat is active and operative by Love. By Faith 


= Man is made 4 Lord overall ; but by Love he is. 
—_ z Sv: of all; by Faith he is a King, by Love 


Piritual Prieſt, miniſtring, not lording in 
=_ God's Sanctuary. God himſelf is Love, and he 
mat iwellcth in Love, davelleth in God, and Gol 
eim, x John 4. Ver. 16. Now, when a Man 


doch not abide in Love, but is puff d up and ſwayed 


KScorning, he hath no true Cheerfulneſs of 


f DN Faith ; and cho he may have had ſome Degree of 
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4 5 that, as there is #0 zrue Faith, which hath not zrauel 


to boaſt itſelf; Let no Man here deceive. 


by his fleſhly Paſſions, as Hatred, Wrath; Railing | 


Pore; yet it is troubled and {poiled by theſe un 
pp dy - 1 


Ahn wah, 
„ 


19e Pear of Man. | Tomi 
godly Exorbitances. Therefore, in this Caſe, 1 
Man ought to humble himſelf before God, and by ns 
er, the Renewal of his Mind in the Spirit of Love and = 
ue divine Peace, to preſs in again into the Cheerfulneſs 
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of WM deprive him of his Joy in Believing; but here it is n_we 
then, that he muſt reſiſt him ſtedfaſt in Faith, ang ü 
bumble himſelf the more under the mighty Hang 


good Company this Joyfulneſs of Faith . doth moit mn 
1 tfally and eftectually exert itſelf. And where 

is Advice is obſerved ; ſo that a Man, by humble 
Prayer, preſſeth after Communian with God ag 
Holineſs of Heart, not only all Precipitancy and _ 
Haltineſs of Spirit will be prevented; but alſo 1 
"rempting of Goa, againſt which the Men of little 
Faith chiefly put in their Caveats. =_ | 


Neither doth this Boldnels of Faith take away 
that ſo often and: earneſtly enjoined Obedience, 
which one Believer owes another, (according 0 nl 
4 Per. 5. Ver. 5.) and more eſpecially, which the 
younger and unexperienced ow to their Elders and 
more Experienced, Children to their-Parents ; (by F 
Nature or Grace) Yet with this Caution, tha 

| he no hlindfold Obedience, that prefers the Af nl 
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bey adhere to no Body, without taking N 
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= 4 FM before the clear and ier C om. 
of God :. Concerning which Obedience, As it 


£4 
man 


repreſented in the Goſpel, there is lately pub- 


5 
= in high Duth, an excellent T ee by Bal- 


i has ar Kobe Inſpector at Nauen, in the King of 


Priſſias Dominions. This Caution is highly ne- 


. becauſe there are but too many, that think, 


72 act in Faith, and expreſs an extraordinary 


Per ct and Cheerfulneſs, when indeed they fol- 
Jow their own Wildfire, and exalt themſelves a- 


Ne others by their Self-conceit and Wilfulnels. 


2 AV hich Diſtemper in them is the more dangerous, 
= becauſe no Remedy can be applied to it; for ſuch 
_ as thcfe, that walk in the Light ofthe Fire of their 

own kindling, when they-are adviſed to true Hu- 
= mility, , and Chriſtian: Diſcretion. and Obedience 
=_— they are very apt to ſuſpect, that it proceeds from 
= 2 Deſign of Loraing over their Conſciences, and 
=_ that all the good Counſels given to them, are no 


betcer than the Effect of the Fear of Man and Un- 
belief : They think themſelves very happy, that 


tice 
how faſt they cleave to themſelves. He is truly 


= wile and prudent, who. ſeeks more and more to 
= humble and annihilate himſelf, and is ready to/ſub- 
wit himſelf to all Men. 


For where Humility is 
0 without Intermiſſion, there the Enemy 
* Hinds no Room fer his dangerous T emptations. 


| He Har Hands loweſt, 240 ealieft. 
3 A | 8 © IE VI. 


St. Paiil's emphatical Words, 2 Tim. 1. Ver. 3. 
2 to be well conſidered by us: God bas not 
eas the Spirit of Fear, but of Power, and 
Love, and of a ſound Mind. Happy therefore 
that Man, in whom, 207 the Spirit of Fear, but 


T Kaner takes Moms And; ARIES: Aion to do 


15 "JEL e 


b 1 x Fes 8 ; 6 29 4 Is F 
i 25 p 7 n CSE IS 
0 ; g : 5 ; : IRS IEEE . 7 
£ A . k Th. ö h * ** Un. oY Ces HY,» "A" Dy c [ Wc * = 
e : #4. fe e 12 4 7 
N ! Y a» ©. p : r 4 7 #- 
4 * , > ; : : n Fer * 26 ; N 
* = 1 1 ke T AS. * 28 
> : 1 ” * 177 25 % * 3 A . 


5 ran 
8 


TY 


_ Toe bn —. a a 
TERS N = 3 1 », = * | 
- 2 17 = - 
* 1 n M 8 - L r 1 Y 
kate N — dg . R 6 ni 8 9 > _ " q #4 b * WD Im * — : 
* r 2 » Ter La RE Ru SAS as * 3 _s F , * , * * — 
A 1 e c 7 - : * ö * 4 * . REPO « Te” 9 r 
b 3 A NY 1 8 EE nd 12 R 4 of SY 4 7 * N 3 TH N 7. + 5 R 9 — 22 A 8 * n <4 82 7 * * "Hen 22 i LE 7 
— * 2 an ey, N A 5 T9". 8 fx 533 c ys e A n 5 
* . , Xt 8 5 — , 7 » Yo „ N * „ , P, 
* 2 q NY TOE — 4 * * £ = * © * b F 
(PL RCs — 1 C55 $58 : n 2 bas - 6 
5 * G T 4 : oy * 11 4 - x 
gba x 4 - Y N > - N 5 I 3 
RT 3 | . 4 i CONTIN ON . * 
. 4 8 £ 2 7 4 - 4 a * 2 2 + ” l "4 1 
; * \ * 7 „ 4 5 ＋ 1 * 
a A IS : ; \ : 4." 
f : 1 , F a py . * r 7 E: 4 - 
8 . , X W * 4 4 = l on - TE 2 6 
5 4 * * X 8 ! 
. = ” A * 


n. Good, and ſuffer Evil with. Courage and Checks ns 
it ness: But this Spirit muſt be allo a Spirit r f al 
b. bo as that all that a Man acts or futters, How from 
J the Love of God and Man. It mult be allo a Spi. 
of Wl 7 it of Soundneſ3 of Mind, that is, according to tig 
e- WM true Senſe of the Greek Word, a Spirit of Wiſe 


„ um, Prudence, Diſcretion, Moderation ana f 
briety of Mina, or rather, he that works al this 
in Man, and through him in others alſo, and 
makes him not only to diſcharge his Duty with a 
undaunted Courage in all Things, intending nos 


TY 4 
„ 


thing but the Glory of God and the Good of h 
Neighbour ; but moreover, to behave. himſelf i 
all his Doings and Sufferings, according to diving 
Prudence and Wiſdom. This St. James intended nl 
when he adviſeth, Chap. I Ver. 5. F any of % 
lack Mi ſaom, let him ask of Goa, that giveth u 
. all Men liberally, and uphraideth not, ana. 
ſoall be given him. For there is alſo a fai/e Pro 
_aence, with which St. Peter was overtaken, Wen 

he 700k Chriſt aſide, and began ta rebuke him, lays = | 
ing, Be it far from thee, Lord, this ſoall nas 
uno thee. But Chriſt turned, and ſaid unto Pex 
ter; Get thee behind me, Satan, thou art an Ofs = 
Fence unto me; for thou ſavoureſt not the Things 1 
that be of God, but thoſe that be of Men. H 
can a Man be better ſecured and kept free from 
this ſeeming, but falſe, Prudence, than by conti 
ally keeping a watchtul Eye over his own Spirit? 
humbling himſelf always before God; and, like M 
helpleſs Intant, praying to God for Wiſdom aa 
Underſtanding, and taking the Word of God t 
be his Counſellor ? For God's Word cannot le ee 
which gives us the aſſured Promiſe, That he 
proſper in all he undertakes, that takes Heed th ac 

i Things, according to vicar dee 
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by endeavouring to avoid *outward Di 
I is exemplified in the Behaviour of the High- 
| 4q —Priefts and Scribes, towards the 3 5 5 

1 in e 2 4 V. 3285 175 = 


e «Ss 


"Law, Tote g Ver. 6. Dal. 1. 5 2, F5, That: 
og Ver. 9 ö | ; 


VII. a 
here this Foundation' is laid, we 105 not fear 


F "> Hurt from a Cheerfulneſs of Faith; and tho 


perhaps, for Want of Experience, it may not be al- 
Pays exerted in due Place or Time; yet are we 


to take heed, as ' ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, that 


we be not too much caſt down, becauſe of this Im- 
perfection ; but rather praiſe God, from the Bottom 


= of ous Heart, who makes us ſenſible of our Fail- 
= ings for this very End, that we may amend them, 
ad he may bring all Things into due Order. 


But whenever we obſerve ſuch like Failures in o- 
thers, we ought {till to be much more cautious of 


aging them, becauſe God will not judge accor- 
ding to our, but according to his own Mind ; and 
_—_ God's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, neither 
e bis Ways our Ways. 
=— - fin the Truth of what the Tſalmiſt faith « Out of. 
* 2 Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, thou haſt per- 

de Praiſe, Matth. 21. Ver. 16. Plal. 8. Ver. 3. 
and, if he ſhould hold their Peace, the Stones 


In this Caſe we often 


> 


200 0 immediately cry out, Luke 19. Ver. 40. It 


zs much eaſier to judge others, than to judge our- 
ies and it happens frequently, that we find 
Fault with the Manner of another Man's Acting, 
_— tho? we never undertake to do it better; and hard- 
h do any Good ourſelves, or ſuffer others to do i it ; 
= becauſe we ſee no Way to undertake it, wittiout i 

E troubling the Devil and his Inſtruments: And thus 


we quench. the Spirit of God, or ſeek to 3 
rders, 
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But hereby, we do not in the leaſt 1 1 
any one, who, from a long Experience in the W 
ol the Lord, and in the Spirit of Wiſdom and Loe 
doth admoniſh his Brother, and minds him of the 8 
Failings, which may have overtaken him in any. 
of his Actions, performed in the Cheerfulneſs of mm 
Faith, and ſets him right in the Spirit of Meekneſs , 
without ſtifling any good Thing that is in him, 
but rather prunes the goon 77 ree From its ſußpen. 
fluons and irregular Suckers; and for the reſt, like 
a skilful Gardener, takes Care of, and has an Eye 
over him, that he bring forth his Fruit in his Sea =__ 
| ſon, and his Leaf may not wither, but proſper in al 
be does, Pat. 1. 7 75 _ 
i VIII. = \ 


Let us then continually join the Exerciſe of daily 
Repentance, of true Humility, hearty Love, Chri= 
ftian Diſcretion, the Denial of ourſelves and our 
own Wills, Obedience, Submiſſion, Prayer, Meet! 


} 
5 


neſ3, and Patience of Chriſt, hearty. Compaſſion _ 
with the Failings of our Brethren, aud all other 
Virtues, that flow from the Wiſdom that is from a 
above: Let us, I fay, join and knit all theſe toge- 
ther with the cheerful Exerciſe of Faith and Truſs 


in God, caſting off all Fear of Man. Let us. excite ll 
one another. with comfortable Words to a cheerful 


<a eee eee, 


. 
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50 
— 
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Faith ; and whereſoever God has wrought a good. | 
Will, let US take heed of damping it, or deſpiſing 1 
what is good in the leaſt Member of Chriſt; buff 
let us cheriſn it through the Word of the Goſp e | 51 

| — 2 : 1 [ & 
Bounds, that it may grow up, to full Strength, a 
bring forth Fruit, to the End, that whatſoever hag 
Fear of Man, may,in the Power of God,” be rere FI 
ww 2 2 . = 


and by the Rules of Wiſdom keep it within its due lu 
{ 

been loſt or ſpoiled by Want of Faith, and the þ | 
Vered and reſtored through Faich and Love. - 
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4 = 2 . duet Good which aint Folk \ 4 
5 3 | raced Faith, that e all Fear of - Man, 


I. „ | 

1 bh ol kei dee t , for Wien (hs . 2 
fold and glorious Advantages, which acrue to 4 
thoſe, who, by the Spirit of God, are ſer free from of 
b 4 the Fear of Man. *or, if any one will but duly MW hs 
= - Leigh and conſider, what has been faid in the 4 hes 
; = Chaprer of the manifold great Miſchiefs, that pro- W 
eed from the Fear of Man, he will eafily perceive, ſes 
8 the Rule of Contraries, the great Profit that W 4 
Ariſeth from the Cheerfulneſs of Faitn. Wherefore the 
I refer the Reader to that Chapter, deſiring him Sta 


ul to conſider what is there offered. But yet, nc 
* IJ "Ya Man were inclined further to enlarge upon red 
dhis Subject, by repreſenting from Scripture all the tha 
=_ wondertul Advantages of a cheerful Faith, it would the 
= * Hot be altogerher fruitleſs, but be a further Confir- FER. 
wation of what has been faid before. SE W {4 

| 4. | 
The I 1th Chaprer to the Hebrews lays an ; ample 4 
= . for rheſe Reflettions: For it does not W nea 
4 f 4A only repreſent the manifold glorious Effects of Faith, Lo 
| r our Excitement and Edification ; but moreover I. anc 
teaches us, how to underſtand all holy Scripture; 1 
Zend to know the Power of God, which hath ſo . 
Manifeſt] exerted itſelf in true Pelievers. But here in! 


i will be neceſſary to bid you take Heęd of making red 
Go changeable, in ſaying, with the unbelieving W gen 
Fa This indeed bath been done formerly ;. but 1 Zo! 
i happens no more. For by this falſe Maxim 5 4 K 
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honour ima ginable is put upon the living God, 
making void all his precious Promiſes ; all the 
amples he hath ſet before our Eyes, and all his di 

vine Calls, Invitations and Allurements to . Faith, ul 
are made null and inſignificant. . And whereas we le 
have none to blame but ourſelves, for not treading 
in the ſame Footſteps of Faith, in which the Saint,; 
of Old walked, and conſequently for not ſeeing the nl 
Glory of God, as they did; we rather chuſe to cath nl 
all the Blame upon God, and deviſe a4 D:Ferenre 
of Times; whereas the Difference is to be look*d _ 


* 
— IVE K. 


for in the Perſons themſelves. For, tho it cannog nl 


be ſaid, that every Believer mult do the very ſam 
Works which were done by Nah, Al ah, Mas WM 
ſes, and others; yet ought every one to fol/ow 78 
Faith of theſe godly Men, and to ſhew and .exere nn 
the ſame with full Power and Strength, in th _ 
State and Condition wherein God has placed hi 
and in thoſe Circumſtances, which are daily of == 
red: And in ſo doing, he may be fully aſſured $_ 
that he alſo ſhall ſee the Glory of God, as well 4&8 WM 
they of Old experienced the ſame. And with fuck ma 
an Heart and Mind is the Scripture to be read and 
ſearched into, and the Examples of Faith, and ti 
glorious Effects of it to be duly confidered ; and by 
his Meaus we receive Strength and Joy, to be m 
nearly united with God, and to enjoy his ende 
Love, Goodneſs and Faith fulneſs in a more amp 
and abundant Manner. r 
The chief Advantage, not only of Cheerfulneſs _ 
in Believing, but of Faith itſelf abſolutely conſiqe? 
Ted, as it treats with God, atid relies upon the N 
demption made by. Jeſus Chriſt, is this, That ĩt Jayg_—_ 
hols on the Ri ghteouſue ſo of God, and mates 
4 Friend of God : And this is confirmed b 
com © Mx oo Ces 'F 
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=_— Example of Abrabam, and ought not we therefore : 


By F mw 
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to make it our great Buſineſs to obtain the ſame. 
Spirit of Faith, that dwelt in Abraham, and molt WM fol 
E ſeriouſly to weigh and confider the Fruits and WW lea! 
E Power of it, with more Exactneſs than is common- brir 
= ty done; and ſo learn to know Abraham, accor- wh 
ding to that inward divine Ground and Bottom 4 la 
that was in him, and according to that iafnite thi 
eng, which attended his Faith? Thus we tru 
=_—_ Thould ſoon perceive, that 2% Faith of Abraham the 
nas ſomething far more conſiderable, glorious and of 
—_ 27, than the bare Conceit in the Brain, (which ab, 
_ ſome take to be Faith) without taſting and expe- Pit 
riencing the Fruits, which Abraham reaped from C07 
rt. Ol it is indeed a great Thing to be 4 true W/ 
don of Abraham 72 Faith, and to walk in the ſee 
ame Footſteps of Faith, and cheerfully to fight bis i Li 
Way through all Temptations; To hope againſt be 
Hope, and believe what we fee not. 5 
Now becauſe Faith, being ſo high and precious | pa 
Git of God, is commonly not eſteemed accor- ce 
ding to its true Worth, it is no Wonder, that co 


A 


chere are fo very few, thut read the Scripture with it 
(4 ſeeing Eye, and diſcover, that the whole Scrip- hi 
ture is a Book which throughout teacheth us, that Ot 
4H the Good that ever was wrought in the World I B 
Men, is aone by Faith, by which God unites V1 
_ cf /o cloſely with Men, that all Things be- WP Ali 
_ cz poſſible to them; end that God hath manife- Me 
= Med himſelf gloriouſly and powerfiilly in all Belie- £ I 
er, tho” in ſome otherwiſe than in others, accor- of 
_— ding to the ſeveral Works they were engaged in: 1 W 
berefore it is highly neceſſary, with all Plainneſs - 
KEarneſtneſs, to repreſent, not only to the 
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OO. » The Fear of Man.” "or 
Faith is ſomething far more great and glorious, than ny 

| Reaſon can cqpceive or expreſs. For, as long as a= 
Man is not ſenſible of this, nor duly lays it to Hef 
: W fo long he will be unable to comprehend in h 
tleaſt, what an ingtimable Treaſure true Faith 
brings along with it, notwithſtanding that the 
= | ET 11th Chapter to the Hebrews lays before ug 
| a large Catalogue of its Fruits or Effects. But when 
this Faith cometh to be known according to th 
true Diſcription given of it, Heb. 11. 1. vis. I FF 


S 


the Subſtance, nòsacis, the Ground and Bottom 
of Things hoped for, whereupon, as an inimoves 
able ſure Foumdation, all the inconcervable Haps 
pineſs we hope for aoth reſt: And an D , or nn 
convincing Evidence and Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
which aſſures us beyond all Doubt, of Things nat 
ſeen : | fay, where Faith is thug known in the 
Light of God's Spirit, and a Man experiences it ro 
be ſo in his Heart, then he ſees at the ſame Time, 
that the Fruit and Advantage of that Faith, which mn 
overcometh all Fear of Man, is of ſo large a Com 
pals, as to contain all the good Things we can con- 
Ceive or hope for from God, even all that can bel: 
conceived or expreſt. For then he diſcovers, tha 
i is Faith, that carries a Man through, and delivers = 
him from all Evil of Soul and Body: And on thee 
other Hand, puts him in Poſſeſſion of ſovereigg 
| Bliſs, and the Fulneſs of God himſelf, (or the di- 
vine Fulneſs) and unites him with God (beyond _ 
all rational Comprehenſion) making him a rig 
happy Man in Time and Eternity. When a Man » 
I ſay attains to a true and experimental Knowledge_— 
of this, then he will alſo more fully compreheng_ 
what a vaſt Advantage Cheerfulneſs of Faith h 
above Fearfulneſs and Puſillanimity, and that God 


both in the C/ and New Teſtazzent, when he hag 
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bing that was glorious and extrabrdinary to 
Perm, always employed thoſe, whom he had 
eee from the ſervile Fear of Man; ſo that it 
be cruly ſaid, Zhou oft ſend forth thy Spirit, 
i created them, and there is none, that can 


ee Voice. For. the Monnrains ſpall be re- 


dea from their Foundations with the Waters, 
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1. ar- Pg to them that fear thee; (and 
not Man.) An 
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Rocks ſpall melt as Wax'at thy Preſence: Tet 


„ on the other Hand, the Scripture 


plainly aſferts, that 2 Miuture of the Fear of 


n /70/s and deſtrays all good Undertakings. A 
fſingle Man, that hath ſet aſide the Fear of Fleſh 
ind Blood, and ventured in the Name of the living 


ot 


ya 


Hod, hath frequently been a Means of faving a 


_— whole Nation: And what was more remarkable 


che Apoſtles, at their firſt entring upon Preach- 
ig the Goſpel, than their great Boldneſs and Joy 


L == 2 
[1 


= in Believing, at which rhe High-Prieſts, Soribes, 


_ 4 E/4cr5 ihemſelves ſtood amazes ? Acts 4. 13. 


F here we clearly ſee, that the Fear of Man was to 
_—be expelled, before the Goſpel of Chriſt could be 
= preached to alf the World, and for this Reaſon, 
_— che Apoſtles of the Lamb are ſet before us as 
_— Examples, that we might be informed, by the Vi- 
_— ctory of their Faith, to caſt oft the Fear of Man, 
a -confeis Chriſt and his Goſpel before all the 
Ford, bearing his Croſsand Reproach willingly, 
et in due Time we may be or his Glory. 
Ik ſo be the Reader is convinced by what has 


been ſaid, that the Fear of Man is 4 damnable 


% Unbelief, and the Mother of many other 


able Evils; and hath ſeriouſly laid to Heart 


ass, whereby he may attain to a true Cheer- 
eee of Faith ; then nothing remains, but tha 
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Th 49 * 22 oof At.” e 1 N 
5 is e, there a Door is peng 8 to ehe | 
4 obtaining of all divine Gifts and Graces, and W 
Entrance vouchſafed into the happy Fellow ſhip + | F 14 
the bleſſed Croſs, and the ſurpaſſing Glory that = 
will follow thereupon. And therefore a certafiry = 
Author calls it zhe jir{# Seal of the Book, mem Rn 
ed, Rev. 5. of which he ſays , T he firſt evil Si 7, Ms 
or rſt Seal to be opened in this Book, 
FEAR MAN, a moſt witked Devil indem ll 
who hinders ana oppoſes the. Fear of God in 1 
One Fear caſts out another; and where Men are 
feared, there Goa, his Co waſel and Word are de, 
piſed and negleted. Now, when a Man is about 
70 follow Chriſt, aud ro enter into the Reſt of Goa, 
by walking in the Way of the Croſs, and Ferfors "mn: 
ming his baptiſina Vow through much l vi lab, . 
then the Fear of Man and his Tyranny Steps i 
and ſtops him from attaining the Favour ana Fear WW 
of. God, which is the Beginning f divine Wiſ 
aim: For he fears, ſhould he comply with rhe 
Will of Chriſt, it might colt him Life, and all he 
Bath: So that here is a Bolt in his Way, and al 
Seal on the Book, which prevents him, who is bus 
 @ Servant from arriving to Soubip and, Liter 
which 15 promiſed to all the Children and + co = | 
in the Houſe of Go. Every one therefore, by 
_ paſting off the Fear of Man, 75 Hazard himſelf, 
caſting behind him, hating, . Og „ and an _ 
Bis own dear Soul and Life, and much more 
\ 5, Children, Parents, Honſe, and Lands, f_ 
he deſire to earn the Art of God, which v 
teach him not to underſtand, interprere ad exam 
plain the Scriptures according to the Fear of Mata 
Ml. as the World, and blind Letter-learned, which aro. I 4 
not inſtructed ro the Kingdom of God, 40, to und © 
' the 42 tor 2 23 a 2 nll 2 
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J.. F 467 G God in the Holy Ghoſt. We muſt indeed | 
Ez Chriſt, bear the Croſs, hate our Life, ana 
fate all, if we wonls be Chriſt's Diſciples, as 
4 3 - vudeed we meet with nothing fo frequently incul- 
"cates by the Evangeliſts, who umder ſtood the Ne- 
1 4 * w of it, and that without it we cannot be ad. 


| = 2 Wed into the School of Chriſt, nor be his Diſ- t 
= ip Therefore mult this Seal be firſt opened, WM 1» 
bis Devil of the Fear of Man caſt out, 2 1 tb 
de Fear of God can enter, and this Seal of the 7 
Bool be opened. But a Man muſt ſuffer manifold 41 

E Trials and great Oppoſition, until the Fear of in 
Man be wholly caſt out, and the pure Fear of God F 

enter in. As far as the Fear of God enters, ſo V 

Far the Devil leaves Him, and the Seal of the Fear E 

* 25 Man is opened, and the Wi dom of Go "gs of 

i rake Place in hint. is 

The AUT H OR 8 Prayer. 1 

0 Lord, whoſe Wildom i is everlaſting , and Power u 

1 J x infinite, and whoſe Eyes are open over the L 
7 4 8 Ways of the Children of Men, to give to every fe 
_ one according to his Ways, and the Fruit of his Do- i 
_ ings ; It is manifeſt to thee, that the Fear of Man * 
s which thy Glory and Majeſty is denied, and {ve 
typ infinite Power, which thou alt ſhewn from = 
== the Beginning, is deſpiſed, and made to truckle un- tt 


der by the Nothingneſs of mortal Men, WhO are 
but Duſt and Aſhes) bears the Sway every where, 
_— and is the Mother of innumerable Crimes and abo- m 
| 3 = minable Sins; tho? generally eſteemed by Men as 2 # Mm 
Diece of Prudence, and ranked in the Number or le 
1 O Lord, how deeply are we funk and 
1 into Atheiſin, and a Denial of thy eternal I: 4 
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| ral Corruption that overſpreads the Face of the me 
| whole Earth. In thee we live, and move, ang 
have our Being, and yet how backward are we ta_ 


| ſeek thee, if haply we might feel after thee, a 
find thee, tho? thou art not far from us, and new 
thing can ſubſiſt without thee. Alas ! how int 


= ly are we turned towards theſe outward Things 
= tho' the Nature of true Faith be to look, f. a 
| the Things that are ſeen, but at the Things thas 
are not ſeen: This Word Faith, we have much 


in our Mouths, but not as an Olive-leaf of Peace, 
For the Power of Faith is no where to be found. _—_ 
What is all our Doing, when compared with the 
Examples of the Ancients? "Theſe were Men in; 


«4 * 8 
** N 
Wo 


fear? Art not thou the Strength of our Life, why then are WW 
terrified ? Do we believe, that thou art with us, why then d 
we fear any that are againſt us? Who is it that can hurt u 
when we. have our Almighty Father, the Creator of He 
ven and Earth, for our Friend? But thou ſeeſt, O Lord, that —_ 
Hypocriſy has filled the Earth, and that Men dilemble andre 
lie to their Neighbour foritemporal Intereſt ; and yet for 
that, we imagine ourſelves to be in a good State, and thinks 
the Church in a flouriſhing Condition. But thou, O Lord, W 
+ inſpe& our Caſe, and create a Help for us. Thou wilt feng 


didſt make Uſe of as thy Mouth, and didſt confirm e 
Teſtimony by their Sufferings and thy wonderful Aſſiſtan gg 
ry one did fight againſt, but could det pecxai ae: 
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aud diſcover to them the great Perilouſneſs of our 
ee, that they may know, how highly hece ſſary it is fo! 
eier in their Soul, and from the Bottom of their Hearts, to 
efſeparated trom all Creatures, and to be firmly united to 
ieee by Faith; to the End they may continue faſthful under 
tte manifold Temptations which daily befal them, or maß 
aaault them for the Future: And that they may not ſuffer 

eeemſelves to be dtawn away with others into a perverſe Mind. 
| #==Eanfourd, O Lord, all falſe Prudence, which is afraid of the 
Probs of Jeſus Chriſt, and leads the Inconfiderate into the 
os of Balaam. O Lord, awaken then that are faſt alleep in 
ERSccurity, and perſwade themſelves, that they ſerve thee wel! 
faichfully, whilſt in all Things they endeayour to imitate 
Rand plcaſe Men Rouze them, Lord, that the Dead may no 
˙5eeeer bury the Dead. Send thy Holy Spirit, even the Spirit 
oc, of Love, and ofa ſound Mind, into the Hearts of 7 
paſtors of thy Church, that every one may clearly ſec and 
ELSE, ins few, but many Thouſands, what a Pifference 
xc is betwixt Hirclings, who are always afraid of Men, for: 
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